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/ 
The Flag of the United States 
On June 14, 1717, the Second Continental Congress adopted a resolu- 
tion that brought into being the U. S. Flag: "Resolverl, That the Flag 
of the thirteen United States be thirteen stripes, alternate red and white; 
that the union be thirteen stars, white in a blue field, representing a new 
constellation." 
The action of the Continental Congress came almoat a year after the 
Declaration of Independence. The Flag with thirteen stripes and thirteen 
stars continued to be used as the national emblem until Congress passed 
the following act, which President Washington signed: 
"That from and after the first of May, 1795, the gag of the United 
States be 5fteen stripes, alternate red and white; that the union be 
5fteen stars, white in a blue field." 
This action was necessitated by the admission of the States of Vermont( 
and Kentucky to the Union. The fIag of 1795 had the stars arranged in' 
three rows of five each instead of in a circle, and served for 23 years. 
With the admiasion of more new states, however, it became apparent 
that the 1795 flag would have to be further modifled; hence in 1818 a 
law was passed by Congress providing: 
"That from and after the fourth day of July naat, the flag of the 
United States be thirteen horizontal stripes, alter&le red and white; 
that the union have twenty stars, white in a blue &eld, 
"!mat on the admission of every new state into tha Union, one star 
be added to the union of the 5ag; and that suoh eddition shall take 
effect on the Fourth of July next succeeding such admission." 
Iowa was admitted to the union as the 29th atah. 
Alaska made the 49th star, and Hawaii, admitud in 1959, added the 
5Oth, July 4, 1960. 
~ h e - h  @,me f l a g  represent the states in order of their admissions. 
1. Delaware, 1787. 26. Michigan, 1837. 
PJ 27. Florida, 1845. a' 28. Texas, 1845. 
4. Georgia, 1788. 29. IOWA, 1848. 
5. Connecticut, 1788. 30. Wisconsin, 1848. 
6. Massachusetts, 1788. 31. California, 1850. 
7. Maryland, 1788. 32. Minnesota, 1858. 
8. South Carolina, 1788. 33. Oregon, 1859. 
9. New Hampshire, 1788. 34. Kansas, 1861. 
10. Virginia, 1788. 35. West Virginia, 1863. 
11. New York, 1788. 36. Nevada, 1864. 
12. North Carolina, 1789. 37. Nebraska, 1867. 
13. Rhode Island, 1790. 38. Colorado, 1876. 
14. Vermont, 1791. 39. North Dakota, 1889. 
15. Kentucky, 1792. 40. South Dakota, 1889. 
16. Tennessee, 1796. 41. Montana, 1889. 
17. Ohio, 1803. ' 42. Washington, 1889. 
18. Louisiana, 1812. 43. Idaho, 1890. 
19. Indiana, 1816. 44. Wyoming, 1890. 
20. Mississippi, 1817, 45. Utah, 1896. 
21. Illinois, 1818. 46. Oklahoma, 1907. 
22. Alabama, 1819. 47. New Mexico, 1912. 
23. Maine, 1820. 48. Arizona, 1912. 
24. Misouri, 1821. 49. Alaska, 1959. 
25. Arkansas, 1836. 50. Hawaii, 1969. 
United States Plsg EUqmtfe 
When the flag is draped down, the blue field always must be at the 
left. * * * The flag must never be used as a drape, lior aa background 
for some ornament. * * * The correct shield does not have any s t a r e  
jufit a plain blue field a t  the top, and seven white and six red stripes. 
* * * 
The PIedge of Allegiance 
I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the United stat& of America and 
to the Republic for which it stands, one nation under God, indivisible, 
,, , , 
with liberty and justice for all. -, 
* * * 
.. . The American's Cheed ,. 
I believe in the United States of America as a government of the : 
people, by khe people, for the people, whose just powers are derived from 
the consent of the governed; a democracy in a Republic; a sovereign 
Nation of many sovereign States; a perfect Union, one and inseparable, 
established upon those principles of freedom, equality, justice, and hu- 
manity for which American patriots sacrificed their lives and fortunes. 
I therefore believe i t  is my duty to my country to love it, to support 
its Constitution, to obey its laws, to respect its Flag, and to defend 
it against all enemies. 
(The m u d  wcu wtittsn k William Tvler Page. Cbrk of the%. 5. E w e  of Reptsrrmtcr- 
tivsr. in 1817. Z t  wad amaptdd b# th6 H w a  of Rdptsrrent~tivw A p d  8. 1918.) 
The Capitol Building 
The capitol building stands as a symbol of the state, and the center of 
its government, on an eminence east of the Des Moines River. Its golden 
dome, visible from the far reaches of the valley, surmounts a dignified 
structure of modified Romanesque architecture, typical of the style of 
the 1870's and 1880'~~ when it was built. 
Broad lawns and great stone steps sweep down westward from the 
capitol toward the river and the Des Moines business district. Lawns, 
with flower beds, trees, shrubs and monuments, extend to the south, and 
parking lots and auxiliary buildings to the east and north. The entire 
area of capitol grounds includes 93 acres. 
The capitol houses the offlces of the governor, secretary of state, 
auditor, treasurer, attorney general and secretary of agriculture, the 
chambers of the supreme court, the state senate and house of repre- 
sentatives, and the law library. Other offices of state government are 
found also in the capitol, and in the state o5ce building, the state his- 
torical building and other buildiis on and adjacent to the capitol 
grounds and in downtown Des Moines. 
The corner stone of the capitol was laid Sept. 29, 1873, and the building 
was dedicated in 1884. Construction was brought to a close in 1886. 
The cost was $2,875,594.59. Expenditures were increased to a total of $3,296,256 by repairs, restoration and redecorating following a flre in the 
north wing Jan. 4, 1904. 
The exterior of the building is entirely of stone, with elaborate 
columns and handsomely designed cornices and capitals. The substruc- 
ture is of dark Iowa stone topped by a hmvy course of vari-colored 
granite cut from glacial boulders gathered from the Iowa prairies. The 
superstructure, or main part of the build- i~ of buff colored sandstone 
from quarries along the Miasissippi River In Missouri. 
The capitol is 364 feet long, north and south, by 247 feet wide. The 
dome, rising 275 feet above the ground floor, is overlaid With 22 carat 
gold. 
The Government of Iowa 
The government of the State of Iowa is based upon a constitution 
adopted by the people and upon statute laws enacted from time to time 
by the general assembly. 
Iowa has always used the separation of powers doctrine, dividing the 
governmental authority into its legislative, executive and judicial com- 
ponents. Iowa has had two state constitutions, the flrst approved in 
1846, the second in 1857. Only eight states are now using constitutions 
adopted prior to the Iowa constitution of 1857. The present constitution 
has been amended in 28 respects. 
The Iowa constitution's "Bill of Rights," Article I,  is one of the best 
sections of the state constitution. It has been used as a reference guide 
for the model state constitution written by the National Municipal 
League and by the framers of the 1948 New Jersey constitution. 
The Electorate-All men and women who have lived in Iowa for six 
months, in the county in which they claim residence for 60 days, and in 
the precinct 10 days, are entitled to vote if they are citizens of the United 
States 21 years of age or over. Persons convicted of infamous crimes 
and those declared idiotic or insane are, however, disfranchised. The 
right of women to vote in Iowa is based upon the nineteenth amendment 
to the United States constitution. 
Eleation DaygThe regular elections for national, state, district and 
county officers are held on the Tuesday following the firet Monday of 
November of the even-numbered years. Candidates, with a few excep- 
tions, are nominated at the primary election held on the first Monday in 
June preceding the general election. Provision is also made for nomina- 
tions by petition or convention. Political parties must use the primary 
for nominating candidates, but in case no candidate receives the neces- 
sary 35 per cent a t  the primary, a convention may nominate. 
The regular election date for municipal officers is the first Tuesday 
following the first Monday of November of the odd-numbered years. If 
a municipal primary election is necessary it is held on the second Tues- 
day prior to the regular municipal election. 
.I 
Legislative Department ., - 
General Assembly-The legislative authority of the State of Iowa is%-, 
vested by the constitution in a general assembly which consists of a .A 
senate and a house of representatives. The terms of both senators and 
representatives begin on the flrst day of January following their election. 
Regular sessions are held biennially, commencing on the second Monday 
of January of the odd-numbered years. Special sessions of the general 
assembly may be called by the proclamation of the governor. 
Houm of RepremmtativegThe house of representatives consists of 
108 members, elected for two years. Each of the 99 counties is entitled 
to one representative and each of the nine counties having the largest 
population elects an additional representative. Any person who has 
resided in the state for one year and has the quaJifications of a voter is 
eligible for election as  a representative. Women were admitted to the 
general assembly by an amendment of the state constitution adopted 
in 1926. 
The house of representatives elects a speaker and other ofticers. Eash 
house makes its own rules of procedure. 
S e m b T h e  senate consists of 50 members, elected by districts for a 
term of four years. A senatorial district contains from one to three 
counties, and elects one senator. According to the constitution, approxi- 
mately one-half the senators are to be elected a t  each alternate biennial 
election. Senators must be 25 years of age and have the other quali- 
fications required of representatives. Members of both houses of the 
Iowa general assembly are paid $30 for each day that they are in session. 
The speaker and lieutenant governor are paid $60 per diem. 
Executive Department 
Eleetlve OiUms-The constitution of Iowa makes provisions for a 
governor, lieutenant governor, secretary of state, auditor of state, treas- 
urer of state and attorney general, who are elected for terms of two 
years at the regular biennial elections in the even-numbered years. In 
addition, the general assembly haa made provision for a secretary of 
agriculture, elected for two years. A board of commerce commissioners 
of three members, formerly elective, became appointive by the governor 
in 1963. A superintendent of public instruction is chosen by a state 
board of public instruction, consisting of one member from each con- 
gressional district in Iowa and one appointed a t  large by the governor. 
Governor-The supreme executive power of the state is vested in the 
governor. It is his duty to see that the laws are enforced, to supervise 
the ofticial business of the state, to make recommendations to the general 
assembly, and to appoint various officers and boards. Most major ap- 
pointments are subject to confirmation by the senate. He has the power 
to call special sessions of the legislature and veto acts passed by the 
general assembly, but a majority of two-thirds of each house may pass 
a bill over his veto. To qualify as governor, a person must have been a 
citizen of the United States and a resident of the state for a t  least two 
years and must be 30 years of age or over at the date of eledion. 
Lieutenant Governor-The lieutenant governor, who must possess the 
same qualifications as the governor, succeeds the governor in case of his 
death, resignation or disability. His chief function is to act as president 
of the senate. 
Appointive Officers-In addition to the elected executive officers men- 
tioned, there are a number of appointive ofiicers, including the comp- 
troller, the superintendent of banking, the ineurance commissioner, the 
labor commissioner, the adjutant general, the commissioner of public 
health, the industrial commissioner and commissioner of public safety, 
all appointed by the governor, usually with the approval of the senate. 
The governor also appoints the members of a number of administrative 
boards, including the commerce commission. the state board of regents, 
the board of control of state institutions, the state tax ccmmission, the 
board of parole, the state board of conservation, the liquor control com- 
mission, the state highway commission and the unemployment compen- 
sation commission. 
Executive Council-The executive c o u d  fe an ex-ofado board made 
up of the governor, secretary of state, auditor, t m w t ~ ~ r  and secretary 
of agriculture. 
State Printing Board-The state printing board ha6 three ex-ofticio 
members-the secretary of state, auditor and attorney general-and two 
members appointed by the governor. The board appoints the superin- 
tendent of printing. 
Judicial Department 
The judicial department of the State of Iowa is vested by the con- 
stitution in a supreme court, district court and inferior courts as the 
general assembly shall provide. 
Supreme Court-The supreme court consists of nine justices, who, 
until amendment of the constitution in 1962, were elected officers, with 
terms of six years. Vacancies now occurring are filled by appointment 
by the governor, from lists of nominees provided by the state judicial 
commission. The term is a t  leaat eight years, after approval by referen- 
dum of the voters at a judicial election. The justices name one of their 
number aa chief justice, and he serves in that capacity until the expira- 
tion of his term. The supreme court appoints a reporter of the supreme 
court who is also the code editor, a supreme court statistician, and a 
clerk. 
Attorney Cteneral-The constitution also provides for an attorney 
general who is elected a t  the regular biennial election for a term of two 
years. He reprwents the state in legal matters, gives advice to state 
ofticers, and has, in addition, certain administrative functions. 
Judicial Districb-The State of Iowa is divided by law into 21 judicial 
districts, composed of from one 50 nine counties. Each district has from 
two to eight judges. Judges were elective officers until amendment of 
the constitution in 1962 made them appointive by the governor from 
lists of nominees provided by district judicial nominating commissions. 
Retention in oface is subject to subsequent approval a t  a judicial election. 
There are now 75 district judges in the state. One of the district judges presides over the district court sessions in each county. A county 
attorney and a clerk of the court are elected by the voters in each county. 
Inferior ConrtgThe general assembly has provided also for inferior 
courts. Each township is authorized to elect two justices of the peace 
who hear cases involving minor offenses and hold preliminary hearings 
on more serious charges. Municipal courts, superior courts, police courts 
and mayors' courts are authorized in cities and towns under various 
restrictions. Municipal courts are optional in cities having a population 
of 6,000 or more and superior courts in cities with 4,000 or over. Both 
municipal and superior court judges are elected for four-year terms. 
Municipal Courts-Zf a city of the first class has neither a municipal 
nor a superior court, the council shall appoint a police judge in com- 
mission governed and city manager cities and may provide for the elec- 
tion or appointment of a police judge in such cities under the general 
law. In all municipalities having none of these speciUcourts, the mayor 
acts as the police judge. 
Jury Trials-Jury trials are the rule for serious cases, but under cer-v 
tain conditions may be waived or denied. Petit juries consist of 12 
persons who must be "electors," except in some courts of restricted: jurisdiction where the number of jurors may be six persons. 
Local Government 
County ~~~The State of Iowa is divided into 99 counties, the 
boundaries of which may not be changed unless the change is approved 
by the voters of each county concerned. A board of supervisors con- 
sisting of three, five or seven members is the chief administrative agency 
in the county. They appoint a county engineer, county home steward, 
medical examiner, county welfare director and other administrative 
oi3cials. In addition, an auditor, who is the clerk of the board of super- 
visors, a sheriff, county attorney, recorder, treawrer, and clerk of the 
district court are elected by the voters, the terms being four years 
except for the county attorney, who is elected for two years. 
A county superintendent of schools is w e n  every !three yeam by a 
county board of education. The county assessor is chosen by the board 
of supervisors, county board of education and the mayors of the various 
towns in the county, for a term of six years. They likewise fix his salary. 
heal Functions-The Iowa county is a quasi-political corporation 
which collects municipal, school, county and state taxes, enforces state 
lam, has charge of poor relief and certain other welfare activities, and 
shares with the state highway commission the management of the roads 
and brldges in the county. 
Townshipr, which in earlier days were effective units of local govern- 
ment within the counties, have lost almost all of their functions, except 
for the election of justices of the peace, in which many townships default. 
CHty Clove-&The laws of Iowa also authorize the incorporation 
of dues and towns. These municipalities derive their authority from the 
general assembly and have only the powers specifically granted to them. 
Four cities and towns are governed by special charters1 granted before 
the adoption of the present constitution which forbids such acts of incor- 
poration. Four cities have the commission form of governments; six 
have adopted the city manager plan by popular elections; and 11 others 
have a city manager by ordinance+. Members of the commission are 
elected by the voters. The city manager in cities adopting that plan by 
st popular vote is appointed by the council. 
Mnnfoipal <]la9sepAl l  other municipalities are under the general law. 
Municipalities are classified according to population into cities having 
over 15,000 population; cities having from 2,000 to 15,000 population; 
and towns having less than 2,000 population. In 920 municipalities, the 
government is by the mayor-council system, in which the mayor and 
members of the council are elected by the voters for two-year or four- 
year terms. 
Otty Uou~ils-The council is the policy-making body in municipal 
government and it b also the chief administrative agency in the mayor- 
council cities. The mayor presides over the council, although he is not 
a member, and has the power to veto acts of the council subject to a 
two-thirds majority vote over hie veto. He supervises municipal activ- 
ities and in cities and towns which do not have a municipal, euperior or 
police court, he serves as police judge. He also appoints certain omcers, 
including the marshal or chief of police, the city health omcer, and 
members of the police and flre board, and other offidah that the council 
may direct him to appoint. The city solicitor and clerk, and in some 
cases the engineer and members of the zoning board of adjustment 
are chosen by the councfl. 
Taxation 
Tax Samws-Taxation is probably the most important governmental 
power. The present state tax system of Iowa is a multiple tax system 
based largely on sales, personal income and corporation taxes. There are 
also taxes on inheritance, gaeoline, cigarettes, beer and chain stow. 
The property tax is the primary source of revenue for local governmeat 
- in I s a l  - 
Tax Leviee-Pro~ertu is assessed bv the countv assessors dtli some 
aid from the state-tax >ommission. Akesments b e  subject to ieviaion 
by local boards and by the state tax cornmiasion. Various mill Ieviea for 
state, county, school and municipal purposes are c o m p ~ &  the county 
auditor on the assessed valuation. Tax monev is DM ta th@ *mtv treaa- 
urer, who distributes i t  to the pr 
municipal purposes are, in most 
cities, city assessors function in 
-
1Spedal chutera : Davenp 
aoommission form : o a r  
S X a m w e r  plan b popular 
Sioux city, Iowa city. 
4 M a u w e r  plan by ordinance: 
Pleasant. Shenandoah. Viliisca, W 
Territorial Governors 
By Presidential Appointment 
Robert L a w  
1856-1841 
It. P. Lone (R) 
1868-1860 
John Chunbem 
1841-1845 
Governors of Iowa 
By Election 
Stephen Hsmpstsl.d (Dl 
1860-1864 
James Clarke 
1845-1846 
Wm. L u n h  (8) 
1886-1890 
Goo. W. Clarke (8) 
1913-1917 John a Oau- (B) 1878-1883 
Nate Eea~daU (R) John Hammill (R) Dan ..W. 'nmne.r (R) 
1911-1925 1825-1981 1R1-1988 
Frank D. J.cbor (B1 
1894-1896 
[ 10 I 
r. M. D&e (It) 
1896-1898 Horace B o h  (D) 1890-1894 
GOVERNORS OF IOWA411tianed 
Gemme Wilson (8) 
1989-1948 
B. B. Hiekenlooper (R) Robert D. Blue (R) W. 8. Bwrdsley (R) Lea Elthon (8) 
1948-1946 1946-1949 1949-1964 1964-1966 
Lco A. Hoe& (R) B Lorelem (D) N m  A. E l h  (R) %roM E. Hughes 
1966-1967 1967-1961 1961-19H 1965- 
Origins of Iowa County Names 
(Although establishment of the present 99 counties was completed theo- 
retically by the Act of 1861, certain later dates appear below, primarily on 
account of changes of names or boundaries o r  the incidence of final settle- 
ment and organization of county government.) 
County-Date Named in honor of 
Adair 1864-Gen. John Adair, war of 1812: 6th governor of Kentucky. 
Adams 1863-President John Adams. 2nd president of U. S. 
Allamakee 1849-Allan Makee, Indian trader. 
Appanoose 1846-Famous Sac Indian Chief. 
Audubon 1861-John James Audubon, eminent naturalist. 
Benton 1846-Senator Thomas Hart  Benton of Missouri. 
Black Hawk 1843-Famous Chief of Sac Indians. 
Boone 1849-Capt. Nathan Boone, army ofacer in the territory. 
Bremer 1863-Frederika Bremer, Swedish traveler and author. 
Buchanan 1837--James Buchanan, 16th president of U. 5. 
Buena Vista 1859-Final victory fleld of Gen. Taylor in Mexican war. 
Butler 1864-Gen. William 0. Butler, Mexican war. 
Calhoun 1866-John Calhoun, U. 9. Senator. 
Carroll 1864-Charles Carroll, signer Declaration of Independence. 
Cass 1863-Senator Lewis Cass, Michigan. 
Cedar 1888-Red Cedar River, runs through county. 
Cerro Gordo 1867-Famous battlefield of War with Mexico. 
Cherokee 1867-Famous southern Indian tribe. 
Chickasaw 1863-Prominent Indian Nation of the South. 
Clarke 1861-James Clarke, governor of the territory. 
Clay 1868-Lt Col. Henry Clay, Jr., of Kentucky, who fell in battle of Buena 
Vista. 
Clayton 1837-Senator John Middleton Clayton, of Delaware. 
Clinton 1840-De Witt Clfnton. 6th governor of New York. 
Crawford 1866-Wm. H. Crawford, secretary of the treasury, 1817-26. 
Dallas 1847---George MifRin Dallas, vice president of U. 8. 
Davis 1844--Garret Davis, representative, Kentucky. 
Decatur 186GStephen ~ e c a t u r ,  distinguished naval omcer. 
Delaware 1844-Senator John Clayton. Delaware. - - - - ~  --- - - - - ~- -~ 
Des Moines 1834- he river by tliat name. 
Dickinson 1868--Senator Daniel S. Dickinson of New York. 
Dubuque 1837--Julien Du Buque, flrst white settler in Iowa. 
Emmet 1869-Robert Emmet. Irish patriot of 1798. 
Fayette 1847-Marquis de Fayette. 
Floyd 1864-4gt. Charles Floyd of Lewis and Clark's expedition, died 1804, 
buried on banks of Missouri river. First white man whose death and 
burial in  Iowa a re  of record. 
Franklin 1866-Benjamin Franklin. 
Fremont 1860-Lt. CoL John Charles Fremont, Mexican war. 
Greene 1864-Gen. Nathaniel Greene. Revolutionary war. 
Grundy 1866-Felix Grundy of Tennessee. 
Guthrie 1861-Captain Edwin Guthrie, Iowa volunteers,c)dexican war. 
Hamilton 1867--Senator Wm. W. Hamilton, president Iowa senate. 
Hancock 1858-John Hancock, president Continental Congress. -, - L 
Hardin 1868-401. John J. Hardin, Illinois. Killed in  Mexican war. 
Harrison 1863-William Henry Harrison, 9th president of the U. S. 
Henry 183943en. Henry Dodge, governor of Wisconsin territory. 5,.4, 
Howard 1839-Gen. Tighlman A Howard of Indiana. . 
Humboldt 1867-Baron Friedllch Alexander von Humboldt, German scientist. 
a 
Ida 1866-Eliphalet Price suggested the name. 
Iowa 1846-For river that  crosses county. 
Jackson 1838-Andrew Jackson, 7th president of U. 5. 
Jasper 1846--Sgt. William Jasper, Revolutionary war. 
Jefferson 1839-Thomas Jefferson, 3rd president of U. 8. 
Johnson 1838-Richard Mentor Johnson, vice president of U. 8. 
Jones 1847-George Wallace Jones, 1st delegate in  Congress from Wisconsin 
territory. 
Keokuk 1844-Keokuk, chief of Sac tribe. 
Koesuth 1861-Louis Kossuth, Hungarian patriotio leader. 
Lee the 188-f half breed th  New tract. York Land company, owners of extensive interests In 
Ltnn 1889-Senator Lewia Field Linn, Missouri. 
~ o u i e a  1887-Louisa Maasey. 
Lucaa 1849-Jtqbert Tmcae. 3at @avernor 02 X w a  pemtosP. 
Won 1870-Brider Generbl N a t b d e l  Lyon. 
Madiuon 1846-Jamea Madieon, 4th president of U. 8. 
>&&%Wa&e; l8r lWBief  of the  Iowa t r i b d n t e r p r e t e d  "White Cloud". 
IVZatlen 1 & 4 E F r & n ~ i a  &farion, Revolutkonwy war. 
18rkUmhn Marshall, 4th a i e f  jtWIc8 of U. 8. 
M l l h  58El-Ma$~ Frederlck &Sfas, Iowa ofl%cer in Mexicmn war. 
miat@en 1864-Sohn 1VLltehell. Msh retugee ai 1848. 
Ymursa X86-f Indian origin. 
M-QB IIMs-Zasnee Yonroe, 8 th  &dent oE U. S. 
&Cm#m;mery i85-en. Riabard gentgomery. killed a t  aBgea1r of Qaebec, 
X!f$S* 
B W I I ~ ~ ~  1888-Wland forming fe&tar~ o i  M a  and Louisa WI~P~J. 
Q'BB&v ^L'M@-W531hWn $&h @ B r i e  r legdar Sor Irigh Indepqdence in 1848. 
C3i$%iUh M f S ~ o u f 4  amatherb TW&n OBleftain 
P e e  110174Q4. Sohn P w e ,  dt& G. 8. l!a*By, mortarllr wounded in the 
-Peit€le of Mta. 
Pdo a t .  i#i&&-X%rst battlefkeld-%kSVFfr o$ Medoan war. 
Plymouth 186$-L$ndiag p b e e  of the I&Jrti~wer settlers. 
P o e a ~ ~ t s ( l  iEC$-VWfnfe, Indian ptfn6Bm. 
Polk l E 4 ~ a m e s  Knox Fblh, f l t l t  -pesldend of the  U. 8. 
Pottawattamie 1M7-Indiasr tribe, former posseseors of territory. 
PowesMek 1828-Promfnent chief of Fox-Si~esqnaki Indians. 
R i n ~ a o l d  1856--;Bbsjor Swnuel Ring.goLB, mortally wounded in Mexican war. 
~tw-1~56-111~n tribe. 
Xantt 1887-&fa&or Genera Winfteld Scot& negotiated lkt treaty purchaafng - - - - - - - - - 
landir in  1iwa from a w n s .  
Shelby 1868-tlh.n. Isaac Shelby, l a t  governor of Kentucky. 
SOW @&@-Idan Mb 
S t e w  iLg4&+8owb &orgd asso&@te guetiae of U. 8. Supreme court, 
T- E B C W -  India@ aebhrity. 
~k'01w 1 ~ 6 ~ e r %  K c h a m  Ilaipb~, 1Sf& prwtdent of U. 63. 
ij;i~' illjja-v&o a w e  stst;eu. 
Van pmen 1 8 ' g ~ ~ r t i n  Van lhwen, 8tb fnesfdeat of U. 8. 
w a p e u c  2 ~ 4 w ~ e r  0ot FOX Imaba w e # .  
Waxr~p~ lS.rltl+$epersl Joseph Wuwen of Wevo3ntionar~r ww. 
w e ~ m e i a  1 8 I I . ~ o ~ g e  W:asg,in;gto;n, 1st-praaigemt of U. 8. 
Wayne Mlil-&weral Antholyr Wayas 05 ~ t e ~ o l u t f o n a q  war. 
Web#* LlJEL-Drygi~l W~bbt(tr. 
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Constitution of the State of Iowa 
Introduction 
Iowa was organized as a separate Territory by an act of Congress approved 
on June 12, 1838, but it was not until 1844 that steps were taken to secure 
admission into the Union. A constitutional convention met a t  Iowa City in 
October, 1844. The Constitution drafted by this convention was twice submitted 
to the voters of the Territory of Iowa and twice rejected by them, largely be- 
cause of dissatisfaction with the boundaries of the proposed State. 
A second constitutional convention met at  Iowa City in May, 1846. The Con- 
stitution drafted by this convention was ratifled by a majority of 456 votes a t  
an election held on August 3, 1846, and Iowa was admitted as a State on 
December 28. 1846. 
The Constitution of 1846, however, contained a number of provisions which 
were found to be unsatisfactory in practice. One of these was the prohibition 
of banking institutions. As a result of this dissatisfaction, the legislature in 
1866 provided for an election on the question of calling a convention to revise 
or amend the Constitution of 1846. The vote was 32,390 for a convention and 
14.162 against a convention. Delegates were elected on November 4. 1856, and 
the convention met a t  Iowa City on January 19, 1867. 
The delegates drafted a new Constitution which was submitted to the people 
a t  an election held on August 3. 1867, and ratified by a vote of 40,311 to 38.681. 
This Constitution went into effect by proclamation of the governor on Septem- 
ber 3, 1867. 
The Constitution of 1867 has, since that time, remained the fundamental law 
of the State of Iowa; but it has been amended a number of times. 
The Constitution1 
WE. THE PEOPLE OF THE STAT'SY OF IOWA, grateful to the Supreme Being 
for the blessings hitherto enjoyed, and feeling our dependence on Him for a 
continuation of those blessings, do ordain and establish a free and independent 
government, by the name of the STATEI OF IOWA, the boundaries whereof 
ahall be as follows: 
Beginning in the middle of the main channel of the Mississippi River, a t  a 
point due East of the middle of the mouth of the main channel of the Des Moines 
River, thence up the middle of the main channel of the said Des Moines River, 
to a point on said river where the Northern boundary line of the State of 
Missouri- established by the constitution of that State-adopted June 12th. 
1820--crosses the said middle of the main channel of the said Dea Moinea 
River; thence Westwardly along the said Northern boundary line of the State 
of Missouri, as established a t  the time aforesaid, until an e&tension of eaid line 
intersects the middle of main channel of the Missouri River; thence up the 
middle of the main channel of the said Missouri River to a point opposite the 
middle of the main channel of the Big Sioux River, according to Nicollett's Map ; 
thence up the main channel of the said Big Sioux River, according to the said 
map, until it is intersected by the parallel of forty three degrees and thirty 
minutes North latitude; thence East along said parallel ot orty three degrees 
and thirty minutes until said parallel intersects the middle 4 the main channel 
of the Mississippi River; thence down the middle of the main channel of said 
Mississippi River to the place of beginning. .I . L- 
Article I. b, 4 
Bill of Rights. 
Sectlon 1. All men are, by nature, free and equal, and have certain inalien- 
able rights-among which are those of enjoying and defending life and liberty, 
acquiring, possessing and protecting property, and pursuing and obtaining safety 
and ha~oine-- 
Sea  3. Kii'political power is inherent in the people. Government is instituted 
for the protection, security, and benefit of the people, and they have the right, a t  
all times, to alter or reform the same, whenever the public good may require it. 
- 
%The text of the Constitntion was taken directly from the original manueeript w p y  
p-ed in the o5ce of the Secretary of State. Compiled, edited, and documented by 
Benjamin F.. Shambannh and Ruth A. Gallaber. of the State Hhtorical Eboietv of Iawa. -- -- - 
AU words, phr-, &d sectionm which have +. eliminst& from the-C&tation or 
rendered inoperative by amendment appear in rtakc. Material added to the Constitution 
by amendment is enclosed within brackets. Besides being indicated in their proper place 
in the text. the amendment# .re a h  printed in full chronoldc.1 order following the 
Constitution. 
S e e .  8. The General Assembly shall make no law reepacting an eetabllshrnent 
of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; nor shall any person be 
compelled to attend any place of worship, pay tithes, taxes, or other rates for 
building or repairing places of worship, or the maintenance of any minister, Or 
ministry. 
S e c .  4. No religious test shall be required as  a qwliflcation for any office, 
or public trust, and no person shall be deprived of any of his rights, privileges, 
or capacities, or disrlualitled from the performance of any of his public or private 
duties, or rendered incompetent to give evidence in any court of law or equity, 
in consequence of his opinions on the subject of religion; and any party to any judicial proceeding shall have the right to use as  a witness, or take the teati- 
mony of, any other person not di~ual i f led on account of interest, who may be 
cognizant of any fact material to the case; and parties to suits may be wit- 
nesses, as provided by law. 
S e c .  6. Any citben of this State who may hereafter be engaged, either di- 
rectly, or indirectly, in a duel, either as principal, or accessory before the fact, 
shall forever be disquallfled from holding any office under the Constitution and 
laws of thls State. 
S e e .  6. All laws of a general nature ahall have a uniform operation; the 
General Assembly shall not grant to any citizen, or class of citizens, privileges 
or immunities, which, upon the same terms shall not equally belong to all 
citizens. 
S c o .  r. Every person may speak, write, and publish his sentiments on all 
subjects, being responsible for the abuse of that right. No law shall be passed 
to restrain or abridge the liberty of speech, or of the press. In all prosemtion8 
or indictments for libel, the truth may be given in evidence to the jury, and if 
It appear to the jury that the matter charged a s  libelous was true, and was 
published with good motives and for Juatiflab'Le ends, the party shall be acquitted. 
S e c .  8. The right of the people to be m u r e  in their persons, houaee, papers 
and effects, against unreasonable seizures and searches shall not be violated; 
and no warrant shall issue but on probable cause, supported by oath or affirma- 
tion, particularly de6cribing the place to be searched, and the pereons and things 
to be sei&ed. 
S e e .  9. The right of trial by jury shall remain inviolate; but the General 
Assembly may authorize trial by a jury of a less number than twelve men in 
inferior courts: but no person shall be deprived of life, liberty, or property, 
without due process of law. 
Bee .  10. In all criminal prosecutions, and fn cases involving the life, or 
liberty of an individual the accused ahall have a right to a speedy and public 
trial by an impartial jury; to be informed of the aacuaation against him, to 
have a copy of same when demanded; to be confronted with the witnesses 
against him; to  have compulsory process for his witnesses; and, to have the 
assistance of counsel. 
S e c .  11. All offences less than felony and in which the punishment does not 
exceed a 5ne of one hundred dollars, or imprisonment for thirty days, shall be 
tried summarily before a Justice of the P e w ,  or other ofecer authorized by 
law on information nuder oath, without indictment, or the intervention of a grab jury, saving to the defendant the right of appeal; a a  lzo psrsm e l i o n  
be held to c ~ ~ s z o t n  for anv h4glcer crlmind offenus, W 8 8  on presentment or 
ind(0tment by a grad 3- except in cases arialng in the army, or navy, or in 
the militia, when in actual service, in time of war or public danger. 
S e a  l!& No person shsll after awuittal, be tried for the same offenoe. All 
persons shall, before conviction, be bailable, by sufEcient suretiea, exoept for 
capital offences where the proof 16 evident, or the presumption great. 
sm. 1% The writ of habeas oorpur, shall not be suspended, or refused when 
a~nlication is made as required by law, unless in case of rebellion, or invasion 
the public safety may reqdre it. 
see. 14. The military shall be subordinate to  the alvfl pawer. No standing 
army shall be kept up by the state in time of m c e ;  Mld in time of war, no 
appropriation for a standing army shall be for a I o w r  time than two yare .  
seat. 16. No soldier shall, in time of peat%, be Q-ed h m y  house without 
the conmnt of the owner, nor in time of war swat fn *B manner Pr,reecribed by I 
law. 
&o. 16. Weason again& the State shall c o w  0- fa  1~-g war against 
it, adhering to its enemies, or giving them htdl %d No person ahall 
be conviated of treason, unless on the evidenm @ W'itnelJWS to the aame 
overt aat, or confession in open Court. 
-
a ~ p n e n d m e n t s o i t l w m r d o p t a d ~ ~  I 
S e e .  17. Excessive bail shall not be required; excessive flnes shall not be 
imposed, and cruel and unusual punishment shall not be fnflicted. 
See. 18. Private property shall not be taken for public use without just 
compensation flrst being made, or secured to be made to the owner thereof. as  
soon a s  the damages shall be assessed by a jury, who shall not take into con- 
sideration any advantages that may result to said owner on account of the 
improvement for which it is taken. 
[The general assembly, however, may pass laws permitting the owners of 
lands to construct drains, ditches, and levees for agricultural, sanitary or mining 
purposes across the lands of others, and provide for the organization of drainage 
districts, vest the proper authorities with power to construct and maintain 
levees, drains and ditches and to keep in repair all drains, ditches, and levees 
heretofore constructed under the laws of the state, by special assessments upon 
the property benefited thereby. The General Assembly may proviae by law 
for the condemnation of such real estate as  shall be necessary for the construc- 
tion and maintenance of such drains, ditches and levees, and prescribe the 
method of making such condemnation.]s 
S e e .  19. No person shall be imprisoned for debt in any civil action, on mesne 
or flnal process, unless in case of fraud; and no person shall be imprisoned for 
a militia flne in time of peace. 
S e e .  W. The people have the right freely to assemble together to counsel for 
the common good; to make known their opinions to their representatives and to 
petition for a redress of grievances. 
S e a  51. No blll of attainder, ex post facto law, or law impairing the obliga- 
tion of contracts, shall ever be passed. 
S e e .  2% Foreigners who are, or may hereafter become residents of this State, 
shall enjoy the same rights in respect to the possession, enjoyment and descent 
of property, as  native born citieens. 
S e a  2% There shall be no slavery in this State; nor shall there be involun- 
tary servitude, unless for the punishment of crime. 
S e e  24. No lease or grant of agricultural lands. reserving any rent, or 
service of any kfnd, shall be valid for a longer period than twenty years. 
S e e .  %5. This enumeration of rights shall not be construed to impair or deny 
others. retained by the people. 
[ S c c .  28. No person shall manufacture for sale, or sell, or keep for sale, 
as a beverage any intoxicating liquors whatever, including ale, wine and beer. 
The general assembly shall by law prescribe regulations for the enforcement 
of the prohibition herein contained, and shall thereby provide suitable penalties 
for the violation of the provisions hereof.]& 
Article 11. 
Right of Suffrage. 
I 
Beetion 1. Every whites male6 citizen of the United States, of the age of 
twenty one years, who shall have been a resiaent of this State six months next 
preceding the election, and of the County in which he claims his vote sixty days, 
shall be entitled to vote a t  all elections which are now or hereafter may be 
authorized by law. # 
Set. % Electors shall in all cases except treason, felony. or breach of the 
peace, be privileged from arrest on the &ays of election, during their attendance 
a t  such election, going to and returning therefrom. -, 
S e e .  8 No elector shall be obliged to perform military duty on the day of 
election, except in time of war, or public danger. b,f, 
S e e .  4. No person in the military, naval, or marine service of the United '4 
States shall be considered a resident of this State by being stationed in any 
garrison, barrack, or military or naval place, or station within this State. 
S e e .  6. No idiot, or insane person, or person convicted of any infamous 
crime, shall be entitled to the privilege of an elector. 
-
8Tbe material between the brackets was added by an amendment adopted in 1908 
%is amendment was proposed by the General Aseembly in 1880: readopted in '1882- 
ratified at a special election held on June 27 1882 ; and certified adopted on June 28 1882: 
On April 21 1888 the Snpreme Conrt of fowa, in deciding Koehler and Lange 4 Hill 
held that, ohnp &I certain irregularities, the amendment had not been legally mbmitted 
to the voter6 and hence was not a part of the Conatitntion--60 Iowa 643. 
&The word ''white" wan eliminafed by an amendment adopted in 1868. 
eThe word ' W e "  remains in thu section of the State ConstMution but it was rendered inoperative by the Nineteenth Amendment to the Constitution 04 the United States 
adopted in 1920. The General Assembly of Iowa ratifled the Nineteenth Amendment or; 
July 2. 1919. 
See. 6. All elections by the people shall be by ballot. 
[The general eleatloll for state, distrkt comty and tozonsh+p oficers shall be 
held on the Tuesday next after the first Monday (n Nousmber.17 
[See. I. The general election for state, district, county and township offfcers 
in the year 1916 shall be held in the same month and on the same day a s  that 
Axed by the laws of the United States for the election of presidential electors. 
or of president and vice-president of the United States ; and thereafter such 
election shall be held a t  such time a s  the general assembly may by law pro- 
vide.18 
Of the Distribution of Powers. 
Seatlon 1. The powers of the government of Iowa shall be divided into three 
separate departments-the Legislative, the Executive, and the Judicial: and no 
person charged with the exercise of powers properly belonging to one of these 
departments shall exercise any function appertaining to either of the others, 
except in cams hereinafter expressly directed or permitted. 
Legislative Department. 
Section 1. The Legislative authority of this State shall be vested in a Gen- 
eral Assembly, which shall consist of a Senate and House of Represenbtives; 
and the style of every law shall be, "Be it  enacted by the General Assembly of 
the State of Iowa" 
Sea B The sessions of the General Assembly shall be biennial, and shall 
commence on the second Monday in January next ensuing the election of its 
members; unless the Governor of the State shall, in the meantime, convene the 
(3eneral Asaembly by proclamation. 
See. 8. The members of the House of Representatives shall be chosen every 
second year, by the qualieed electors of their respective districts, on the second 
Tuesday 4% October, exoept the years oj  the Presidential eleecth, when the 
election shall be on the Tuesday nemt after the first Mondatt C Noumber,* and 
their term of oface shall commence on the first day of January next after their 
eleation, and continue two years, and until their successors are elected and 
gualilied. 
See. 4, No person shall be a member of the House of Representatives who 
shall not have attained the age of twenty-one years, be a w e  white10 matdl d t -  
lzen of the United States, and shall have been an inhabitant of this State one 
year next preceding his election, and at the time of his election shall have had 
an actual residence of sixty days in the County, or District he may have been 
chosen to represent. 
See. A Senators shall be chosen for the term of four years, a t  the same 
time and place as  Representatives; they shall be twenty-flve years of age, and 
possess the qualieoations of Representatives a s  to residence and citizenship. 
See. 8. The number of Senators shall not be less than one third, nor more 
than one half the representative body; and shall be so classifled by lot, that 
one class, being a s  nearly one half a s  possible, shall be elected every two years. 
When the number of Senators is increased, they shall be annexed by lot to one 
or the other of the two classes, so as to keep them as nearly equal in numbers 
a s  practicable. 
See. 7. Each house shall choose its own ofacers, and judge of the qualift- 
cation, election, and return of its own members. A contested election shall be 
determined in such manner a8 shall be directed by law. 
See. 8. A majority of each house shall constitute a quorum to transact 
business: but a smaller number may adjourn from day to day, and may compel 
the attendance of absent members in such manner and under such penalties 
a s  each house may provide. 
See. @. Each house shall &it upon its own adjournments, keep a Journal of 
its proceedings, and publish the same; determine its rules of proceedings, 
punish members for disorderly behavior, and, with the aonsent of two thirds, 
expel a member, but not a second time for the same offense: and shall have 
-
7This seetion wns added by an amendment adopted in lS84. It wss repealed in 1916. 
eThis seetion was added by an amendment adopted In 1916. 
@Although there has been no specifta repeal of any parO oi this section, the dates of 
electSon have beea changed, first by the amendment of 1884, and later by the amendment 
of 1916. 
lOThe words "free whiW9 were stricken from this aec$ion by an amendment adopted 
in 1880. 
1lThe word "male" was s t r i b  from thia neation by an amendment adopted in 1926. 
all other powers necessary for a branch of the General Assembly of a free and 
independent State. 
See. 10. Every member of the General Assembly shall have the liberty to 
dissent from, or protest against any act or resolution which he may think 
injurious to the public, or an individual, and have the reasons for his dissent 
entered on the journals; and the yeas and nays of the members of either house, 
on any question, shall, a t  the desire of any two members present, be entered on 
the journals. 
See. 11. Senators and Representatives, in all cases, except treason, felony, 
or breach of the peace, shall be privileged from arrest during the session of the 
General Assembly, and in going to and returning from the same. 
See. 1%. When vacancies occur in either house, the Governor, or the per- 
son exercising the functions of Governor, shall issue writs of election to All such 
vacancies. 
See. 18. The doors of each house shall be open, except on such occasions 
as, in the opinion of the house, may require secrecy. 
See. 14. Neither house shall, without the consent of the other, adjourn for 
more than three days, nor to any other place than that in which they may be 
sitting. 
See. 15. Bills may originate in either house, and may be amended, altered, 
or rejected by the other; and every bill having passed both houses, shall be 
signed by the Speaker and President of their respective houses. 
See. 16. Every bill which shall have passed the General Assembly, shali, 
before it becomes a law, be presented to the Governor. If he approve, he shall 
sign i t ;  but if not, he shall return it with his objections, to the house in whic'l 
it originated, which shall enter the same upon their journal, and proceed to 
re-consider it ; if, after such re-consideration, i t  again pass both houses, by yeas 
and nays, by a majority of two thirds of the members of each house, it shall 
become a law, notwithstanding the Governor's objections. If any bill shall not 
be returned within three days after it shall have been presented to him, Sunday 
excepted, the same shall be a law in like manner as  if he had signed it, unless 
the General Assembly, by adjournment, prevent such return. Any bill submitted 
to the Governor for his approval during the last three days of a session of the 
General Assembly. shall be deposited by him in the offlce of the Secretary of 
State, within thirty days after the adjournment, with his approval, if approved 
by him, and with his objection, i i  he disapproves thereof. 
See. 17. No bill shall be passed unless by the assent of a majority of all 
the members elected to each branch of the General Assembly, and the question 
upon the Anal passage shall be taken immediately upon its last reading, and the 
yeas and nays entered on the journal. 
I 
See. 18. An accurate statement of the receipts and expenditures of the 
public money shall be attached to and published with the laws, a t  every regular 
session of the General Assembly. 
See. 119. The House of Representatives shall have the sole power of im- 
peachment, and all impeachments shall be tried by the Senate. When sitting 
for that purpose, the senators shall be upon oath or affirm ion; and no person 
shall be convicted without the concurrence of two thirds of %!e members present. 
See. W. The Governor, Judges of the Supreme and District Courts, and., 
other State oWcers, shall be liable to impeachment for any misdemeanor or mal- . 
feasance in oWce ; but judgment in such cases shall extend only to removal from 
office, and disqualification to hold any oftlce of honor, trust, or proflt, under this *r;*, 
+ State: but the party convicted or acquitted shall nevertheless be liable to in- 
dictment, trial, and punishment, according to law. All other civil officers shall be 
tried for misdemeanors and malfeasance in office, in suc:~ manner as the General 
Assembly may provide. 
See. 21. No senator or representative shall, during the time for which he 
shall have been elected, be appointed to any civil office of proflt under this State. 
which shall have been created, or the emoluments of which shall have been 
increased during such term, except such ofaces as  may be fllled by elections by 
the people. 
See. =. No person holding any lucrative oWce under the United States, or 
this State, or any other power, shall be eligible to hold a seat in the General 
Assembly : but offlces in the militia, to which there is aUached no annual salary. 
or the office of justice of the peace, or postmaster whose compensation does not 
exceed one hundred dollars per annum, or notary public, shall not be deemed 
lucrative. 
S e a  No person who may hereafter be a collector or holder of public 
monies, shall have a seat in either House of the General Assembly, or be eligible 
to hold any office of trust or profit in this State, until he shall have a~counted 
for and paid into the treasury an sums for which he may be liable. 
See. %. No money shall be drawn from the treasury but in consequence of 
appropriations made by law. 
S e c  !B. Each member of the flrst General Assembly under this Constitution, 
shall receive three dollars per diem while in session; and the further sum of 
three dollars for every twenty miles traveled, in going to and returning from the 
place where such session is held, by the nearest traveled route; after which 
they shall receive such compensation as  shall be flxed by law; but no General 
Assembly shall have power to increme the compensation of its own members. 
And when convened in extra session they shall receive the same mileage and Per 
diem compensation, a s  flxed by law for the regular session, and none other. 
See. % No law of the General Assembly, passed a t  a regular Session, of a 
public nature, shall take effect until the fourth day of July next after the 
passage thereof. Laws passed a t  a special session, shall take effect ninety days 
after the adjournment of the General Assembly by which they were ~ S e d .  If 
the General Assembly shall deem any law of immediate importance, they may 
provide that the same shall take effect by publication in newspapers in the state. 
See. 27. No divorce shall be granted by the General Assembly. 
See. 28. No lottery shall be authorized by this State; nor shall the sale of 
lottery tickets be allowed. 
S e a  28. Every act shall embrace but one subject, and matters P I ' o P ~ ~ ~ Y  
connected therewith; which subject shall be expressed in the title. But if any 
subject shall be embraced in an act which shall not be expressed in the title, 
such act shall be void only as to SO much thereof a s  shall not be expressed 
in the title. 
S e a  80. The General Assembly shall not  ass local or special law0 in the 
fo~owing cases : 
For the assessment and collection of taxes for State, County, or road purposes: 
For laying out, opening, and working roads or highways; 
For changing the names of persons; 
For the incorporation of cities and towns; 
For vacating roads, town plats, streets, alleys, or public squares; 
For locating or changing county seats. 
In all the cases above enumerated, and in all other cases where a generd 
law can be made applicable, d l  laws shall be general, and of uniform operation 
throughout the State; and no law changing the boundary lines of any county 
shall have effect until upon being submitted to the people of the counties affected 
by the change, a t  a general election, it  shall be approved by a majority of the 
votes in each county, cast for and against it. 
See. W. No extra compensation shall be made to any officer, publQ agent, 
or contractor, after the service shall have been rendered, or the contract entered 
into; nor, shall any money be paid on any claim, the subject matter of which 
shall not have been provided for by pre-existing laws, and no public money 
or property shall be appropriated for local, or private purposes, unless such 
appropriation, compensation, or claim, be allowed by two-thirds of the members 
elected to each branch of the General Assembly. 
S e a  Ba. Members of the General Assembly shall, before they enter upon 
the duties of their respective offices, take and subscribe the following oath or 
m a t i o n :  "I do solemnly swear, or afffrm, (as the case may be,) that I will 
support the Constitution of the United States, and the Constitution of the State 
of Iowa, and that I will faithfully discharge the duties of Senator, (or Repre- 
sentative, a s  the cam may be,) according to the best of my ability." And 
members of the General Assembly are hereby empowered to administer to each 
other the said oath or aftirmation. 
See. SS. The General Assembly shall, in the years One thousmd elght hundred 
and fifty nine, One thousand eight hundred and siety three, One thousand eight 
hqm4r.d and &ty five, One thousand eight hundred and &ty seven, One thou- 
sand eight hundred and &tv nine, and One thoue@nd elght hundred and seventy 
five, am2 evmg ten year8 thereafter, cauae an enumeration to be made ol all 
white= 4nhccWtants of the Btate.18 
-
l2The word "white" wlrs stricken from this section by an amendment adopted in 1868. 
l8grrMon 88 was repealed by an amendment dopted in 1986. 
See. 84. The number of senators aha??, a t  the next session following each 
perlod of makhg such mumeration, and the neat session fol&w(ng eaah United 
State8 census, be *ed by law, and apportioned m o n o  the 86veral countks, 
according to the number of white14 4nhobitmts t% each.16 
[ S e c  f)4. The Senate shall be composed of fifty members to be elected 
from the several senatorial districts, established by law and a t  the next session 
of the general assembly held following the taking of the state and national 
census, they shall be apportioned among the several counties or districts of the 
state, according to population a s  shown by the last preceding census (, but no 
county shall be entitled to more than one (1) senator.)lell7 
See. 86. The Xenate shall not con&t of more than fifty members, nor the 
House of Representathes of more than one hundrscl; and they shall be appor- 
tioned among the severol counties a d  r~p~esentative di8trlcts of the State, ac- 
cord&g to the number of wh{t&8 inhabitants 4n each, wpm ratio8 to be fixed by 
law; but no representattve db t rk t  sha?? conta4n more than four organized 
countka, and each d(atriot 8hal2 be entitled to a t  least one representative. Bcsry 
county and dk t rk t  wMoh 8bZl have a number of 4nhabCtant8 equal to one-half 
of the ratio @ed by law, 8halZ be elatitled to one representathe; and omy one 
c a t #  contalnCg In a d d i t h  to the ratio @ed bs/ law, one half of that number, 
or more, shall be entitled to one additional representatkte. No poathg &tMt 
shall hereafter be formscl.16 
[Sec. 85. The house of representatives shall consist of not more than one 
hundred and eight members. The ratio of representation shall be determined by 
dividing the whole number of the population of the state as shown by the last 
preceding state or national census, by the whole number of counties then exist- 
ing or organized, but each county  hall constitute one representative district and 
be entitled to one representative, but each county having a population in excess 
of the ratio number, as herein provided of three flfths or more of such ratio 
number shall be entitled to one additional representative, but said addition shall 
extend only to the nine counties having the greatest population.ll7 
See. 88. At 4ts fOrat seselon undar thls Constitution, and a t  every subsequent 
regular sessCon, the Generd Assembly shall lku the rat40 of representation, and 
abo form 4nto representathe dbtricts those count468 whfah wUl not be entttled 
s4ngty to a repre8entattve.u 
[See. BB The general assembly shall, a t  the first regular session held fol- 
lowing the adoption of this amendment, and a t  each succeeding regular session 
held next after the taking of such census, fix the ratio of representation, and 
apportion the additional representatives, as  hereinbefore required.117 
See. 81. When a congressional, senatorial, or representative district shall 
be composed of two or more counties, it shall not be entirely separated by any 
county belonging to another district; and no county shall be divided in forming 
a congressional, senatorial, or representative district. I 
See. SS. In all elections by the General Assembly, the members thereof shall 
vote viva voce and the votes shall be entered on the journal. 
Article IV. 
Executive Department. 
- 
Section 1. The Supreme Executive power of this State shall be vested in a', . ' 
Chief Magistrate, who shall be styled the Governor of the State of Iowa. 
See. !A The Governor shall be elected by the qualffled electors a t  the time 
and place of voting for members of the General Assembly, and shall hold his *?' . 
office two years from the time of his installation, and until his successor is 
elected and qualffled, 
See. 8. There shall be a Lieutenant Governor, who shall hold his office two 
years, and be elected a t  the same tlme as the Governor. In voting for Governor 
and Lieutenant Governor, the electors shall designate for whom they vote as  
Governor, and for whom as Lieutenant Governor. The returns of every election 
for Governor, and Lieutenant Governor, shall be sealed up and transmitted to 
the seat of government of the State, directed to the Speaker of the House of 
-
l4The word "white" wan stricken from this article by amendment adopted in 1868. 
l6The three sections which me printed in italic (84, 86, and 86) were repealed in 1904. 
leThe comma and worda inside these parentheses were added to this section by an amend- 
ment ado~ted in 1928. 
17The three sections in brackets (84, 86, md 86), with thz exception of the p u t  in 
parenthenen in Section 84, we? added by an amendment adopted in 1904. 
=The word "white" was stricken from the section by an amendment adopted in 1868. 
Representatives, who shall open and publish them in the presence of both H o u m  
of the General Assembly 
See. 4. The persons respectively having the highest number of votes for 
Governor and Lieutenant Governor, shall be declared duly elected; but in case 
two or more p e r m  shall have an equal and the hlghes number of votes for 
either office, the General Assembly shall, by joint vote, forthwith proceed to 
elect one of said person% Governor, or Lieutenant Governor, a s  the caae may be. 
[If, upon the completion of the canvass of votes for Governor and Lieutenant 
Gowrnor by the General Aarsmbly, it   hall appear that the person who re- 
ceived the highest number of votes for Governor has since died, resigned, is 
unable to qualify, fails to qualify, or for any other reason is unable to assume 
the duties of the oface of Governor for the ensuing term, the powera and duties 
of the oface shall devolve upon the person who received the highest number of 
votes for Lieutenant Governor until the disability is removed and, upon inaug- 
uration, he shall assume the powers and duties of Governor.1~ 
See. R Contested elections for Governor, or Lieutenant Covernor, shall be 
determined by the General Awembly in such manner as may be prescribed 
by law. 
Sec. 0. No person shall be digible to the offlce of Governor, or Lieutenant 
Governor, who shall not have been a citben of the United Btates, and a resident 
of the State. two years next preceding the election, and attained the age of 
thirty years at the time of said election. 
See. 'l. The Governor shall be commander in chief of the militia, the army, 
and navy of this State. 
S e s  8. He shall transact all exeautive business with the offlcers of 
government, civil and military, and may require information in writing from 
the officers of the executive department upon any subject relating to the duties 
of their respective of3ces. 
See. 8. He shall take care that the laws are faithfully executed. 
See. 10. When any office shall, from any cause, become vacant, and no mode 
is provided by the Constitution and laws for fllling such vacancy, the Governor 
shall have power to ffll such vacancy, by granting a commission, which shall 
expire a t  the en8 of the next seseion of the General Assembly, or a t  the next 
election by the people. 
See. 11. B e  may, on extraordinary aoeasions, convene the General Assembly 
by Proclamation, and shall state to both Houses, when assembled, the purpose 
for which they shall have been convened. 
See. lp He shall communicate, by message, to the General Assembly. a t  
every regular session, the condition of the State, and recommend such matters 
a s  he shall deem expedient. 
See. lS. In cam of disagreement between the two Houses with respect to the 
time of adjoununent, the Governor shall have power to adjourn the General 
Assembly to such time as he may think proper; but no such adjournment shall 
be beyond the time' fixed for the regular meeting of the next General Assembly. 
Sec. 14. No person shall, while holding any a c e  under the authority of the 
United States, or this State, execute the oface of Governor, or Lieutenant 
Governor except aa hereinafter expressly provided. 
See. 15. The ofacial term of the Governor, and Lieutenant Governor, shall 
commence on the second Monday of January next after their election, and con- 
tinue for two years, and until their successors are elected and qualified. The 
Lieutenant Governor, while acting as Governor, shaJl receive the same pay a s  
provided for Governor; and while presiding in the Senate, shall receive a8 
compensation therefor, the same mileage and double the per diem pay provided 
for a Senator, an8 none other. 
See. 16. The Governor shall have power to grant reprieves, commutations 
and pardons, after conviction, for all offenses except treason and cases of im- 
peachment, subject to such regulations as may be provided by law. Upon con- 
viction for treaaon, he shall have power to  suspend the execution of the sentence 
until the case shall be reported to the General Assembly a t  its next meeting, 
when the General Assembly shall either grant a pardom, commute the sentence, 
direct the execution of the sentence, or grant a further reprieve. He shall have 
power to remit flnes and forfeitures, under gnch regulations as  may be pre- 
scribed by law; and shall report to the Geneat Assembly, a t  its next meeting. 
each case of reprieve, m u t a t i o n ,  or pardon m a t e d ,  and the reason there- 
for; and also all persons in whom favor remlssign of flnea and forfeiture shall 
have been made, and the several amounts remitted. 
- 
lSThe part od thin section in bra&eta wm added b PrnBndmBnt 1 of 1962. 
See. 17. In case of the death, impeachment, resignation, removal from office, 
or other disability of the Governor, the powers and duties of the office for the 
residue of the term, or until he shall be acquitted, or the disability removed. 
shall devolve upon the Lieutenant Governor. 
See. 18. The Lieutenant Governor shall be President of the Senate, but 
shall only vote when the Senate is equally divided; and in case of his absence, 
or impeachment, or when he shall exercise the office of Governor, the senate 
shall choose a Presldent pro tempore. 
S e a  1% If the Lieutenant Govmw, whUe acting aa Governor, shall be (m- 
peached, displaced, res+gn, or d h ,  or otherwise become h p a b l e  of pmf0711~hg 
the duties of the once, the Pres(dmt pt-o tempore of the Benate shall act US 
Gwernor mt4Z the cacanoy (e fUled, or the d(sab4Eity remmed; and if the 
President of the Benate, for any of the above cazcaes, 8 h d  be rendered inoapable 
of p e r f m i n g  the duties pertaining to the once of aovsmw, the same shall 
devolve upon the Bpeaker of the Hozdse of Represgntatives.zo 
[See. 19. If there be a vacancy in the oface of Governor and the Lieutenant 
Governor shall by reason of death, impeachment, resignation, removal hPm Of- 
flce, or other disability become incapable of performing the duties pertaining to 
the office of Governor, the Presfdent pro tempore of the Senate shall act GoV- 
ernor until the vacancy is fllled or the disability removed; and if the President 
pro tempore of the Senate, for any of the above causes, shall be incapable of 
performing the duties pertaining to the oface of Governor the same shall de- 
volve upon the Speaker of the House of Representatives; and if the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives, for any of the above causes, shall be incapable 
of performing the duties of the office of Governor, the Justices of the Supreme 
Court shall convene the General Assembly by proclamation and the General 
Assembly shall organize by the election of a President pro tempore by the Sen- 
ate and a Speaker by the House of Representatives. The General Assembly 
shall thereupon lmmediateIy proceed to the elction of a Governor and Lieu- 
tenant Governor in joint convention.]20 
See. W. There shall be' a seal of this State, which shall be kept by the 
Governor, and used by hlm omcially, and shall be called the Great Seal of the 
State of Iowa 
See. m. All grants and ~mmissions shall be in the name and by the 
authority of the people of the State of Iowa, sealed with the Great Seal of the 
State. signed by the Governor, and countersigned by the Secretary of State. 
S e e  a2. A Secretary of State, Auditor of State and Treasurer of State, shall 
be elected by the qualified electors, who shall continue in office for two years, 
and until their successors are elected and qualifled; and perform such duties a s  
may be required by law. I 
Article V. 
Judicial Department. 
Section 1. The judicial power shall be vested in a Sueeme Court, District 
Courts, and such other Courte, inferior to the Supreme Court, as  the General 
Assembly may, from time to time, establish. ., .*- 
See. %. The Supreme Court shall consist of three Judges, two of whom shall 
constitute a quorum to hold Court9 
See. 8. The Judges of the Bu$weme Court shall be elected by the qua24fiedb'.l' - 
electors of the Btote, and shaR hold their Court a t  awch tCme and plaoe as the 
General As80InbZy may prem-dbe. The J d g e s  of the Bupreme C w t  so elected, 
ahall be claaa3fied so that m e  Judge shall go out every two years; m d  
the Judge holdbag the shortest term of ofice wder  w h  chsification, shd l  be 
Chief Juatioe of the  court, during hi8 t m ,  and so m in rotatiom After the 
expiratdun of the* terms of once, Mer such cla8$fioath, the term of eaoh 
Judge of the Bupt-me Court s h d l  be sQ year ,  and w t U  h.48 mcoessor 8 W l  
hawe been elected and qwUfied. The Judges of the Bupt-me Court shaZZ be 
ineZQ4bZe to m y  other once 4% the Btate, during the term for which they ahan 
have been e1eoted.m 
- 
zoOld section 19. in italics. was re~ealed and new ~ection 19, bracketed. was subti- 
tuted therefor by amendment 2 of 1952. - 
zlgee Section 10; also Sec. 684.1 of the Code. 
22Sectiona 8, 6, 9 and 11 were repealed by the amendment adopted in 1962. 
See. 4. The Supreme Court shall have appellate jurisdiction only in cases 
in chancery, and shall constitute a Court for the correction of errors a t  law, 
under such restrictions as the General Assembly may, by law, prescribe: and 
shall have power to issue all writs and process necessary to secure justice to 
parties, and mercbe a su@ervk,ory [shall exercise a supervisory and adminis- 
trativelzs control over all inferior Judicial tribunals throughout the State. 
Bea 6. The Di8tricb Court shall oonaiat of a slngle Judge, who shall be 
elected by the quatimd electors of tlre D(str4Ot in wh&h he ree(ds8. The Judge 
of the DMrlct Cot& shall hold h b  oflee for the term of four wears, a d  until hk, 
wmessor shall have been elmted and quccUfied; and shall be (rreUg4ble to olty 
other ome, eocept that of Judge of the Bugreme Court, dzlrlng the term for 
wh4ch he cow eleoted.22 
Bee. d The District Court shall be a court of law and equitg; which shall 
be distinct and separate jurisdictions, and have jurisdiction in civil and criminal 
matters arising in their respective districts, in such manner a s  shall be pre- 
scribed by law. 
See. 7. The Judges of the Supreme and District Courts shall be conserva- 
tors of the peace throughout the State. 
See. 8. The style of all process shall be, "The State of Iowa," and all 
prosecutions shall be conducted in the name and by the authority of the same. 
See. B. The salary of each Judge of the Supreme Court shall be two thou- 
sand doRar8 per anmm; a d  that of each Dk,tr(ot Judge, one thowand skc 
h&r& dollars per annwm, mti l  the year Bighteen hundred and SQtv; after 
which time they shall 8everaZZg recehe such compensatkm a8 the h e r a g  As- 
8embly may, by law, prescribe; which compensation shall not be 4weased or 
d6mWhed &ring the term for whbh t h y  shall have been eleoted.22 
See. 10. !lW Mate shall be d(Y&%& lorto eleven Judicial DishJCt8; and after 
the year Behteen hundred and ehty, the General Assembly may re-orgadee 
the Jud(ciaZ DCPtricta oltd lorcrease or d4mWsh the number of D(strM8, or the 
n m b e r  of Judges of the saM Cwrt, and may increase the number of Judges 
of the Supreme Court; but such increaae or diminution shall not be more than 
one Dlstdot, or one Judge of dther C a r t  a t  any one session ; and no re-organi- 
nation of the districts, or diminution of the number of Judges, shall have the 
edeed of removing a Judge from office. Such re-organCat4on of the d(atr(ot8, or 
any change 4% the botmdartes thereof, or increase or dirnlnuth of the number 
of Judges, shall take place every four years thereafter, if necessary, ami a t  no 
other the.% 
[At any regular session of the general assembly, the state may be divided 
into the necessary judicial districts for district court purposes, or the said dis- 
tricta may be reorganieed and the number of the districts and the judges of 
said courts increased or diminished: but no reorganization of the districts or 
diminution of the judges shall have the effect of removing a judge from offlce]~ 
See. 11. The Judges of the 8uqrme and D48trlot Covrte shall be chosen at  
the general election; and the t m  of ofice of each Judge shall commence on 
the jirst day of January react, after Ma eZeotton.22 
S e e  1% The General Assembly shall provide, by law, for the election of an 
Attorney General by the people, whose term of omce aha11 be two years, and 
until his successor shall have been elected and qualifled. 
See. 18. The qtbaZifi& slmtors of eaoh judWaZ d i s W t  shdl, a t  the time of 
tba eZeat(0n of Di8Wt Judge, elsot s Dkt lo t  Attorney, coho shall be a resfdent 
of the drstriot for wMoh he k, elsoted, and coho shall hold h k  o@e for the term 
of four years, and untU hi8 woceasor shall have bem elected a d  q u a l i p e d ~  
[See. la The qualified electors of each county shall, at the general election 
in the year 1886, and every two years thereafter elect a county attorney, 
who shall be a resident of the county for which he is elected, and shall hold 
his offlce for two years, and until his successor shall have been elected and 
quaiifled.le~ 
See. 14. It shall be the duty of the General Assembly to provide for the 
28Sections 8 6 9 and 11 were repealed by the amendment adopted in 1962. 
arThe wo& ih itdics were eliminated, and the worda in bracketn inserted, by the 
amendment adopted in 1862. 
%This mtion was in elfed, amended by the mwnd of the amendments adopted in 
1884, so far as it niplied to district court districts and district eeart j u h .   he parts 
02 this section which seem to be repealed by the amendment are here printed in itdic. 
WTLtis section was added by the second of the amendments adopted in 1884. It did not 
specilicn& repeal the part of Sec. 10 of Art. V, dealing with the district conrta, but it did 
tbis in etXeet. 
-in section was repealed bp an amendment adopted in 1884. 
nTbis don was added bp an mendmat adopted in 1884. 
carrying into edeect of this article, and to provide for a general egetem of prac- 
tice in all the Courte of this State. 
[Sea 16. Vacancies in the Supreme Court and District Court shall be filled 
by appointment by the Governor from lists of nominees submitted by the appro- 
priate judicial nominating commission. Three nominees shall be submitted for 
each Supreme Court vacancy, and two nominees shall be submitted for each 
District Court vacancy. If the Governor fails for thirty days to make the 
appointment, i t  shall be made from such nominees by the Chief Justice of the 
Supreme Court.]= 
[See. 16. There shall be a State Judicial Nominating Commission. Such 
commission shall make nominations to All vacancies in the Supreme Court. Until 
July 4, 1973, and thereafter unless otherwise provided by law, the State Judicial 
Nominating Commission shall be composed and selected as  follows: There shall 
be not less than three nor more than eight appointive members, a s  provided 
by law, and an equal number of elective members on such Commission, a11 Of 
whom shall be electors of the state. The appointive members shall be appointed 
by the Governor subject to conflrmstion by the Senate. The elective members 
shall be elected by the resident members of the bar of the state. The judge of 
the Supreme Court who is senior in length of service on said Court, other than 
the Chief Justice, shall also be a member of such Commission and shall be its 
chairman. 
[There shall be a District Judicial Nominatlng Commission in each judickl 
district of the state. Such commissions shall make nominations to flll vacancies 
in the District Court within their respectiw districts. Until July 4, 1973, and 
thereafter unless otherwise provided by law, District Judicial Nominating 
Commissions shall be composed and selected a s  follows: There shall be not less 
than three nor more than six appointive members, as provided by law, and an 
equal number of elective members on each such commission, all of whom shall be 
electors of the district. The appointive members shall be appointed by the 
Governor. The elective members shall be elected by the resident members of the 
bar of the district. The district judge of such district who is senior in l e n m  
of service shall also be a member of such commission and shall be its chairman. 
[Due consideration shall be given to area representation in the &ppointment 
and election of Judicial Nominating Commission members. Appointive and elec- 
tive members of Judicial Nominating Commissions  hall serve for six years, 
#hall be ineligible for a second six year term on the same commission, shall hold 
no oface of pruflt of the United States or of the state during their terns, shall 
be chosen without reference to political affiliation, and shall have such other 
qualiflcations aa may be prescribed by law. As near a s  may be, the terms of 
one-third of such members shall expire every two years.]= 
[See. 17. Members of all courts shall have such tenure in ofece as  may be 
flxed by law, but terms of Supreme Court Judges shall be not less than eight 
years and terms of District Court Judges shall be not less than six years. 
Judges shall serve for one year after appointment and until the first day of 
January following the next judicial election after the expiration of such year. 
They shall a t  such judicial election stand for retention in office on a separate 
ballot which shall submit the question of whether such judge shall be retained 
in oflice for the tenure prescribed for such ofece and when such tenure is a 
term of years, on their request, they shall, a t  the judicial election next before 
the end of each term, stand again for retention on such balm: Present Supreme 
Court and District Court Judges, a t  the expiration of their reepective t e n t ,  
may be retained in offlce in like manner for the tenure prescribed for such, ' t 
offlce. The General Assembly shall prescribe the time for holding judidal '. 
elections.]= 
[Sea 18. Judges of the Supreme Court and District Court shall receive 
salaries from the date, shall be members of the bar of the state and shall have 4 
such other qualiflcatbns a s  may be prescribed by law. Judges of the Supteme 
Court and District Court shall be ineligible to any other offlce of the state while 
serving on said court and for two years thereafter, except that District Judges 
shall be eligible to the omce of Supreme Court Judge. Other judicial ofecers 
shall be selected in such manner and shall have such tenure, COmpensatioJJ and 
other qualiflcations as  may be flxed by law. The General Assembly shall 
prescribe mandatory retirement for Judges of the Supreme Court and District 
Court at a specifled age, and shall provide for adequate retirement compensa- 
tion. Retired judges may be subject to special assignment to temporary judichl 
duties by the Supreme Court, a s  provided by law.]= 
[The grand jury may consist of any number of members not less than flve, nor 
more than fifteen, a s  the general assembly may by law provide, or the general 
- 
2e8.ations 15, 16. 17 and 18 were added bp tbe amendment adopted in 1062. 
assembly may provide for holding persons to answer for any criminal offense 
without the intervention of a grand jury.]= 
Article VI. 
Militia. 
Section 1. The militia of this State shall be composed of all able-bodied 
welt* male citizens between the ages of eighteen and forty flve yeam. except 
such as are or may hereafter be exempt by the laws of the United States, or of 
this State, and shall be armed, equipped, and trained, as  the General Assembly 
map provide by law. 
Set !& No person or persons conecientiously scrupuloue of bearing arms 
shall be compelled to do military duty in time of peace; provided, that such 
person or persons shall pay an equivalent for such exemption in the same man- 
ner a s  other cithene. 
See. 8. All commissioned ofEcers of the militia, (staft ofacere excepted,) 
shall be elected by the persons liable to perform military duty, and shall be 
commfesioned by the Governor. I 
Article VII. 
State Debts. 
Section 1. The credit of the State shall not, in any raanner, be given or 
loaned to, or in aid of, any individual, association, or corporation; and the State 
shall never assume, or become responsible for, the debts or liabilities of any 
individual, aamoiation, or corporation, unlese incurred in time of war for the 
beneflt of the State. 
See. 2 The State may contract debta to supply casual deficits or failures 
in revenues, or to meet expenses not otherwise provided for; but the -gate 
amount of such debts, direct and contingent, whether contracted by virtue of 
one or more acts of the General h e m b l y ,  or a t  different periods of time, shall 
never ex& the sum of two hundred and fifty thousand dollam ; and the money 
arising from the creation of auch debts, shall be applied to the purpose for which 
it was obtained, or to repay the debts so contracted, and to no other purpose 
whatever. 
See. S. All losees to the permanent, School, or University fund of this State, 
which shall have been occasioned by the defalcation, mismanagement or fraud 
of the agents or o53cers controlling and managing the same, shall be audited 
by the proper authorities of the State. The amount so audited shall be a per- 
manent funded debt against the State, in favor of the respective fund, sus$in- 
ing the loss, upon which not less than six per oent. annual interest shall be paid. 
The amount of 1iabiliW so created shall not be counted as  a part of the indebt- 
ednees authorbed by the second section of thia article. 
See. 4. In  addition to the above limited power to  contract debts, the State 
may contract debts to repel invasion, suppress insurrection, or defend the State 
in war; but the money arising from the debts so oontraotad shall be applied to 
the purpose for which it was raised, or to repay such debta, and to no other 
purpose whatever. 
&a 5. Ercept the debts hereinbefore specifled in thfs article, no debt shall 
be hereafter contracted by, or on behalf of this State, unless such debt shall be 
authorized by some law for some single work or object, to  be distinctly speaifled 
therein; and suoh law shall impose and provlde for the collectfen of a direct 
annual tax, eufacient to pay the interest on such debt, as it fal le  due, and also 
to pay and discharge the principal of such debt, within twents yeare from the 
time of the contracting thereof; but no such law shall taka edlwt until a t  a 
general election it shall have been submitted to the people, and have received 
a majority of all votes csst for and against it at gu& election: and all money 
raised by authority of suoh law, shall be ap&ed only to the specffla object 
therein stated, or to the myment of the debt created thereby; and auch law 
shall be published in a t  least one newspaper in eaoh Countsf if one la published 
-
aDTbfs WIW the third of the amendments .doptad in 1884. It wu not ansigned sped& 
& t o m y  placein theConstitoti011. TbiEOkcesee5lE 8s bgfL3d.11 any. 
sghe  word '%bIta" wu stricken from tbb mthm by sn ~~t .dopted in 1868. 
therein, throughout the State, for three months preceding the election a t  which 
it is submitted to the people. 
See. 6. The Legislature may, at any time, after the approval of such law by 
the people, if no debt shall have been contracted in pursuance thereof, repeal the 
same; and may, a t  any time, forbid the contracting of any further debt, O r  
liability, under such law: but the tax imposed by such law, in proportion to 
the debt or liability, which may have been contracted in pursuance thereof. 
shall remain in force and be irrepealable, and be annually collected, until the 
principal and interest are full paid. 
Sea 7. Every law which imposes, continues, or revives a tax, shall distinctly 
state the tax, and the object to which it  is to be applied; and it shall not be 
sufacient to refer to any other law to Ux such tax or object 
[Sec. 8. All motor vehicle registration fees and all licenses and excise taxes 
on motor vehicle fuel, except cost of administration, shall be used exclusively 
for the construction, maintenance and supervision of the public highways ex- 
clusively within the state or for the payment of bonds issued or to be issued 
for the construction of such public highways and the payment of interest on 
such bonds.181 
Article VIII. 
Corporations. 
Section 1. No corporation shall be created by special laws ; but the General 
Assembly shall provide, by general laws, for the organization of all corporation6 
hereafter to be created, except a s  hereinafter provided. 
See. %. The property of all corporations for pecuniary profit, shall be subject 
to taxation, the same a s  that of individuals. 
Sec. 8. The State shall not become a stockholder in any corporation, nor 
ahall it assume or pay the debt or liability of any corporation, unless incurred 
in time of war for the benetit of the State. 
Sec. 4. No political or municipal corporation shall become a stockholder In 
any banking corporation, directly or indirectly. 
Sec 6. No act of the General Assembly, authorizing or creating corporations 
or associations with banking powers, nor amendments thereto shall take effect, 
or in any manner be in force, until the same shall have been submitted, sepa- 
rately, to the people, a t  a general or special election, a s  provided by law, to be 
held not leas than three months after the passage of the act, and shall have 
been approved by a majority of all the electors voting for and against it a t  
such election. 
See. 6. Subject to the provisions of the foregoing section: the General Assem- 
bly may also provide for the establishment of a State Bank with branches. 
See. 7. If a State Bank be established, it shall be founded on an actual specie 
basis, and the branches shall be mutually responsible for eaoh other's liabilities 
upon all notes, bills, and other issues intended for circulation as  money. 
sec. 8. If a general Banking law shall be enacted, it shall provide for the 
registry and countersigning, by an officer of State, of all ~ 1 1 s .  or paper credit 
designed to circulate as money, and require security to the full amount thereof, 
to be deposited with the State Treasurer, in United States stocks, or in interest. . 
paying stocks of States in good credit and standing, to be rated at ten per cent. ' 
below their average value in the City of New York, for the thirty days next 
preceding their deposit; and in case of a depreciation of any portion of s a i d ~ , . ~ ,  
stocks, to the amount of ten per cent on the dollar, the bank or banks owning ., - 
such stock shall be required to make UP said deficiency by depositing additional 
stocks: and said law shall also provide for the recording of the names of all 
stockholders in such corporations, the amount of stock held by each, the time 
of any transfer, and to whom. 
Sec @. Every stockholder in a banking corporation or institution shall be 
individually responstble and liable to its creditors, over and above the amount 
of stock by him or her held, to an amount equal to his or her respective shares 
so held for all of its liabilities, accruing while he or she remains such stock- 
holder. 
Sec. 10. In caae of the insolvency of any banking institution, the bill-holders 
shall have a preference over its other creditors. 
Sa. 11. The suspension of specie payment by banking institutions shall 
never be permitted or sanctioned. 
-
~1Section 8 added by amendment of 1942. 
See. l2. Subject to the provisions of this article, the General Assembly shall 
have power to amend or repeal all laws for the organization or creation of cox'- 
porations, or granting of special or exclusive p r i m e s  or immunities, by a Vote 
of two thirds of each branch of the General Assembly; and no exclusive privi- 
leges, except as in this article provided, shall ever be granted. 
Article IX. 
Education and School Lands. 
1st. Education. 
Section 1. The educational interest of the State, including Common Schools 
and other educational institutions, shall be under the management of a Board 
of ICducation,82 which shall consist of the Lieutenant Governor, who shall be 
the presiding offleer of the Board, and have the casting vote in case of a tie, 
and one member to be elected from each judicial district in the State. 
See. 2. No person shall be eligible a s  a member of said Board who shall not 
have attained the age of twenty five years, and shall have been one year a 
citisen of the State. 
Sec. One member of said Board ahall be chosen by the qualifled electors 
of each district, and shall hold the ofllce for the term of four years, and until 
hi6 successor is elected and que14fied. After the flrst election under this Con- 
stitution, the Board shall be divided, as  nearly a s  practicable, into two etlual 
classes, and the seats of the first class shall be vacated after the expiration of 
two years; and one half of the Board shall be chosen every two years thereafter. 
See. 4. The flrst session of the Board of Education shall be held a t  the Seat 
of Government, on the flrst Monday of December. after their Qection; after 
which the General Assembly may flx the time and place of meeting. 
Sea. 6. The session of the Board shall be limited to twenty days, and but 
one session shall be held in any one year, except upon extraordinary occasions, 
when. u ~ o n  the recommendation of two thirds of the Board, the Governor may 
order a special session. 
See. 8. The Board of Illducation ahall appoint a Secretary, who shall be the 
executive offlcer of the Board, and perform such duties as  may be imposed 
umn him bv the Board. and the laws of the State. They shall keep a journal of 
tieir Droceidirum which shall be published and distributed in the same manner 
as the journalaof the General Assembly. 
me. 7. All rules and regulations made by the Board shall be published and 
distributed to the several Counties. Townshipa and School Districts, a s  may 
be provided for by the Board, and when so made, published and distributed, 
they shall have the force and effect of law. 
See. 8. The Board of Elducation shall have full power and authority to legis- 
late and make all needful rules and regulations in relation to Common Schools. 
and other educational institutions, that are instituted, to receive aid, from the 
School or Universitjr fund of this State: but all acts, rules, and regulation6 of 
said Board may be altered, amended or  repealed by the General Assembly ; and 
when sa altared, amended or repealed they shall not be re-enacted by the Board 
of Education. 
See. S. The Governor of the State shall be, nx omcro, a member of said 
Board. 
See. 10. The Board shall have no power to levy taxes, or make appropria- 
tions of money. Their contingent expenses shall be provided for by the General 
Assembly. 
Sec. 11. The State University shall be established a t  one place without 
branches a t  any ether place, and the University fund shall be applied to that 
Institution and no other. 
See. I.& The Board of Education shall provide for the education of all the 
youths of the State, through a aystem of Common Schools, and such schools 
shall be organized and kept in eaah school district at least three months in each 
year. Any district failing, for twq successive years, to organize and keep up 
a school as aforesaid may be deprived of their portion of the school fund. 
Sec. 1% The members of the Board of Education shall each receive the same 
per diem during the time of their session, and mileage going to and returning 
therefrom, a s  members of the General Assembly. 
- 
82Under the provision aontafnd in Section 16 of this part of Art. IX, the Board of 
Edpcation was abolished by act of the legislature in 1864.-Low8 of Iowa, 1864. Ch. 62. 
Tbis act of the General Assembly rendered ons 1 to 14 of the first part of Art. IX 
inaperative and obeolete, althouxh they have- been -led. 
See. 14. A majority of the Board shall constitute a quorum for the tram- 
action of business; but no rule. regulation, or law, for the government of C0m- 
mon Schoola or other educational institutions, shall pass without the concurrence 
of a majority of all the members of the Board, which shall be expressed by the 
yeas and nays on the final passage. The style of all acts of the Board shall be. 
'-Be it enacted by the Board of Education of the State of Iowa." 
Sec. 15. At any time after the year One thousand eight hundred and sixty 
three, the General Assembly shall have power to abelish or re-organize said 
Board of mucation, and provide for the educational interest of the State in 
any other manner that to them shall seem beet and proper. 
2nd. School Funds and School Lands. 
Seetlon 1. The educational and school funds and lands, shall be under the 
control and management of the General Assembly of this State. 
Sec. 2. The University lands, a d  the proceeds thereof, and all monies be- 
longing to said fund shall be a permanent fund for the sole use of the State 
University. The interest arising from the same shall be a m u d y  appropriated 
for the support and beneflt of said University. 
See. 3. The General Assembly shall encourage, by all suitable means, the 
promotion of intellectual, ecientftic, moral, and agricultural improvement. The 
proceeds of all lands that have been, or hereafter may be, granted by the 
United States to this State, for the support of schools, which may have been, or 
shall hereafter be sold, or disposed of, and the flve hundred thousand acres of 
land granted to the new States, under an act of Congress, distributing the 
proceeds of the public lands among the several States of the Union, a p p r 0 d  
in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and forty one, and all 
estates of deceased persons who may have died without leaving a will or heir, 
and also such per cent. a s  has been or may hereafter be granted by Connesa, 
on the sale of lands in this State, shall be, and remain a perpetual fund. the 
interest of which, together with all rents of the unsold lands, and such other 
means as  the General Asaembly may provide, shall be inviolably appropdted 
to the support of Common Schools throughout the State. 
&c A The money which may have been or shall be paid by peraons a an 
equivalent for exemption from military duty, and the clear proceeds of all fines 
collected in the several Counties for any breach of the penal laws, ahall be 
exclusively applied, in the several Counties in which such money is paid, or fine 
collected, among the several school districts of said Countlee, in proportion to 
the number of youths subject to enumeration in such districts, to the iNpport 
of Common Schools, or the establishment of libraries, ae the Board of Edaca- 
tion shall, from time to time provide. 
S e a  I. The General Assembly shall take measures for 'the protection, im- 
provement, or other disposition of wch landa a s  have been, or may hereafter 
be reserved, or granted by the United States, or any persoq or persons, to this 
State, for the' use of the University, and the fun& accruing from the rents or 
sale of such land& or trom any other source for the purpose aforesaid, shall be, 
and remain, a permanent fund, the interest of whioh shall be applied to the 
support of add  University, for the promotien of literature, the arts and soiances, 
a s  may be authorized by the terms of so& grant. And it shall be the duty of 
the General Assembly a s  soon a s  may be, to provide effectual means for the 
improvement and permanent security of the funds of said TJpiversity. 
See. 8. The financial agents of the school funds shall be the same, that by 
@w, receive and control the State and county revenue for other civil purposes.., . 
under such regulations ae may be provided by law. 
See. 7. The money subject to the support and malntenance of common 
schools shall be distributed to the districts in proportion to the number of 
, -  
youths, between the ages of five and twenty-one years, in such manner as  may *, * 
be provided by the General Assembly. 
Article X. 
Amendments to the Constitution. 
Sectton 1. Any amendment or amendments to Ulis Constitution may be pro- 
posed in either House of the General Assembly ; and if the same shall be agreed 
to by a majority of the members elected to each of the two Houses, such pro- 
posed amendment shall be entered on their journals, with the yeas and nays 
taken thereon, and referred to yle Legfslature to be chosen a t  the next general 
election, and ahall be publish4 ,ae provided by law, fo% bhree months previous 
to the time of making such cboim; and if, in the General Assembly so next 
choam aa aforesaid, such proposed amendment or amendments shall be agreed 
to, by a majority of all the members elected to each House, then it shall be the 
duty of the General Assembly to submit such proposed amendment or amend- 
menta  ti^ the people, in such manner, and a t  such time aa the General b e m b l y  
shall provide; and if the people shall approve and ratify such amendment or 
amendments, by a majority of the electora quali5ed to vote for members of the 
General Assembly, voting thereon, such amendment or amendments shall be- 
come a part of the Constitution of this State. 
Sea  a If two or more amendments ahall be submitted a t  the eame m e ,  
they shall be submitted in such manner that the electors shall Vote for or 
against each of such amendments separately. 
Sea  & At the general election to be held in the year one thousand eight 
hundred and seventy, and in each tenth year thereafter, and tlso a t  such times 
aa the General Assembly may, by law, provide, the question, 'Shall there be a 
Convention to revise the Constitution, and amend the same?" shall be decided 
by the deatora qualified to vote for members of the General Assembly ; and in 
case a majority of the electors so qualitled, voting at such election, for and 
against such proposition, shaII decide in favor of a Convention for such purpose, 
the General Aeeembly, a t  its next 8ension. shall provide by law for the election 
of delegates to such Convention. 
Article XI. 
Miscellaneous. 
Section 1. The jurisdiction of Justices of the Peace shall extend to all Civil 
caeca, (ex@& case6 in chancery, and cases where the question of title to real 
estate may arise,) where the amount in controversy does not exceed one h a -  
dred dollars, and by the consent of partiw may be extended to any amount not 
exceeding three hundred dollars. 
See. 2. No new County shall be hereafter created containing leas than four 
hundred and thirty two aquare miles; nor shall the territory of any ormnked 
county be reduced below that area; except the County of Worth, and the coun- 
ties west of it  along the Northem boundary of this State, may be o r g h e d  
without additional territorg. 
See, a No county, or other political or municipal corporation shall be al- 
lowed to become fndebted in any manner, or for any purpose, to an amount, in 
the aggregate, exceeding five per centum on the value of the taxable property 
within such county or corporation-to be ascertained by the la&t State and 
county tax lists, preplow to the incurring of such indebtedness. 
See. 4. The boundaries of the State may be enla~ged, wlth the consent of 
Congress and the General Aseembly. 
See. 6. Every mraon elected or appointed to any oface, shall, before entering 
upon the dutiee thereof, take an oath or -mation to support the Constitution 
of the United States, and of this State, and also an oath of oface. 
Sed 6. In all cases of elections to fill vacancies in ofece occurring before the 
expiration of a full. term, the person so elected shall hold for the residue of the 
unexpired term; and all persons appointed to flll vacancies in ofam, shall hold 
until the next general election, and until their Bumesaors are elected and 
quallfled. 
See. 'I. The General Assembly &all not locate any of the public lands, which 
have been, or may be granted by Congress to this State, and the location of 
which may be given to the Ueneral Assembly. upon lands aatually settled. 
without the consent of the omupant. The extent of the claim of such occupant, 
80 exempted, shsn not exceed three hundred and twenty acres. 
See. 8. The seat of Government is hereby permanently established, aa now 
fixed by law a t  the City of Dea Moines, in the County of Polk; and the State 
University. at Iowa City, in the County of Johnson. 
Article XII. 
Schedule. 
Section 1. This Constitution shall be the sugrema law of the State, and any 
law inconsfstent therewith, shall be mid. The General kesembiy shall pass all 
lam necessary to carry this Constitution into @fwL 
see, 1. AU laws now tn f o m  and not inc%Wkabbnt wlth thb Constitution, 
s b t 1  remain in form until they shall expire or be repasled. 
uee, 8, All hdfcbnent8, po6eCution& db, plarrrr, plain% proc-8, and other 
proceedinge pendlng i any of the COW, Wl be p m a ~ ~ t e d  to 5nal judgment 
and execution; end all ame@la writ. of error, ccrrtiomrl, and injunction& shall 
be carried on in the several courts, in the same manner a s  now provided by 
law; and all offences, misdemeanors, and crimes that may have been committed 
before the taking eKect of this Constitution, shall be subject to indictment, 
trial and punishment, in the same manner a s  they would have been, had not 
this Constitution been made. 
See. 4. All fines, penalties, or forfeitures due, or to become due, or accruing 
to the State, or to any County therein, or to the school fund, shall inure to the 
State, county, or school fun& in the manner prescribed by law. 
See. S. All bonds executed to the State, or to any ofacer in his ofacial ca- 
pacity, shall remain in force and inure to the use of those wncerned. 
Sea  8. The flrst election under this Constitution shall be held on the second 
Tuesday in October, in the year One thousand eight hundred and fifty seven, 
a t  which time the electors of the State shall elect the Governor and Lieutenant 
Governor. There shall also be elected a t  such election, the successors of such 
State Senators as  were elected a t  the August election, in the year One thousand 
eight hundred and flfty-four, and members of the souse of Representatives, 
who shall be elected in accordance with the act of apportionment, enacted a t  
the session of the General Assembly which commenced on the flrst Monday of 
December One thousand eight hundred and flfty six. 
See. 7. The first election for Secretary, Auditor, and Treasurer of State. 
Attorney General, District Judges, Members of the Board of Education, District 
Attorneys, members of Congress, and such State officers a s  shall be elected a t  
the April election, in the year One thousand eight hundred and flfty seven, 
(except the Superintendent of Public Instruction,) and such county ofacers as  
were elected at the August election, in the year One thousand eight hundred and 
fifty six, except Prosecuting Attorneys. shall be held on the second Tuesday 
of October, one thousand eight hundred and flfty-eight: P R O V ~ D ~ ,  That the 
time for which any District Judge or other State or County ofacer elected a t  
the April election in the year One thousand eight hundred and fifty eight, shall 
not extend beyond the time fixed for filling like ofaces a t  the October election 
in the year one thousand eight hundred and flfty eight. 
See. 8. The first election for Judges of the Supreme Court, and such County 
ofaoers as  shall be elected a t  the August election, in the year one thousand 
eight hundred and flfty seven, shall be held on the second Tuesday of October, 
in the year One thousand eight hundred and fifty nine. 
Sea. 9. The first regular sessfon of the General Assembly shall be held in 
the year One thousand eight hundred and fifty-eight, commencing on the second 
Monday of January of mid year. 
See. 10. Senators elected at the 'August election, in the year one thousand 
eight hundred and flfty-six, shall continue in oface until the second Tuesday of 
October, ia the year one thousand eight hundred and flfty nine, a t  which time 
their successors shall be elected a s  may be prescribed by law. C 
See. It Every person elected by popular vote, by a vohe of the General As- 
sembly, or who may hold oface by executive appointment, which oface is con- 
tinued by thia Constitution, and every person who shaIl be 60 elected or 
appointed, to any such of8ce, before taking effect of this Constitution, (except 
as  in this Constitution otherwise provided,) shall continue in oWce until the 
term for which such person haa been or may be elected or appointed shall 
expire; but no such person Shall continue in oface after the taking effect of this 
Constitution, for a longer period than the term of such ofad, in this Constitution 
prescribed. 
See. D. The General Assembly, a t  the first session under thk Constitution,, ' ' ? 
shall distri.ot the State into eleven Judicial Districts, for District Court purposes ; . 
and shall also provide for the apmrtionment of the members of the General_ .- 
Assembly, in accordance with the proviaions of this Constitution. fl' , .,A 
Sam. 18. This Constitution shall be submitted to the electors of the State a t  '7 
the August election, ia the year one thousand eight hundred and fifty-seven, in 
the several election districts in this State. The ballots at suoh election shall be 
written or printed aa follows: Those in favor of the Constitution, "New Consti- 
tution-Yes." Those against the Constitution, "New Constitution-No." The 
election shall be conducted in the same manner as the general elections of the 
State, and the poll-boob shall be returned and canvassed as provided in the 
twenty-fifth chapter of the code, and abstracts shall be forwarded to the Secre- 
tary of State, which abstracts shall be canvassed in the manner provided for 
the canvass of State afflcers. And if it ml appear that a majority of all the 
votes cast at such election for and against this Constitution are in favor of the 
same, the Governor shall immediately isme his proclamation stating that fact, 
and such Constitution shall be the Co~tf tut ion of therstate of Iowa, and -11 
take edlect from and after the pub1Icatton of mid proclamstion. 
See. 14. At the same election that thb  Constitution is submitted to the 
people for its adoption or rejection, a proposition to amend the same by striking 
out the word "white" from the article on the Right of Suffrage, ahall be separately 
submitted to the electors of t h b  State for adoption or rejection in the manner 
following-Namely: A separate ballot may be given by every person having 
a rlght to  vote at said election, to be deposited in a separate box; and those 
given for the adoption of such proposition shall have the words, "Shall th: word 
'White' be stricken out of the Article on the Right of Suffrage? Yes. And 
those given against the proposition shall have the words, "Sha!! the word 
White' be stricken out of the Article on the Right of Suffrage? No. And if a t  
said election the number of ballots cast in favor of said proposition shall be 
i 
equal to a majority of those cast for and against this Constitution, then said 
word 'White" shall be stricken from said Article and be no part there0f.m 
m 
See. 16. Until otherwise directed by law, the County of Mills shall be in and 
a part of the sixth Judicial District of this State. 
t 
[See. 11% The first general election after the adoption of this amendment 
shall be held on the Tuesday next after the first Monday in November in the 
year one thousand nine hundred and six, and general elections shall be held 
biennially thereafter. In the year one thousand nlne hundred and six there ahall 
be elected a governor, lieutenant-governor, secretary of state, auditor of state, 
treasurer of state, attorney general, two judges of the supreme court, the suc- 
cessors of the judges of the district court whose terms of office expire on Decem- 
ber 31st, one thousand nine hundred and six, state senators who would other- 
wise be chosen in the year one thousand nine hundred and five, and members of 
the house of representatives. The terms of office of the judges of the supreme 
court which would otherwise expire on December 31st, in odd numbered years, 
and all other elective state, county and t o m h i p  officers whose terms of office 
would otherwise expire in January in the year one thousand nine hun&ed and 
six, and members of the general assembly whose successors would otherwise be 
chosen at the general election in the year one thousand nine hundred and five, are 
hereby extended one year and until their successors are elected and qualified. The 
terms of ofFIces of senators whose successors would otherwise be chosen in the 
year one thousand nine hundred and seven are hereby extended one year and 
until their su-sors are  elected and qualified. The general assembly shall make 
such changes in the law governing the time of election and term of office of all 
other elective officers as  shall be necessary to make the time of their election 
and term of office conform to this amendment, and shall provide which of the judges of the supreme oourt shall serve a s  chief justice. The general assembly 
shall meet in regular Session on the second Monday in January, in the year one 
thousand nine hundred and six, and also on the second Monday in January, in 
the year one thousand nine hundred and seven. and biennially thereafter.]= 
Done in Convention a t  Iowa City, t h b  flfth day of March in the year of our 
Lord One thousand eight hundred and fifty seven, and of the Independence of 
the United States of America, the eighty flrst. 
In testimony whereof we have hereunto subscribed our names. 
'Praa- DAY Lnwxa T O D H U N ~ F ~  
S. Q. WIN~IUE~T~R JOEN Elowkana 
DAVID B m m  J. C. Tarranr 
D. P. PALM= JAM= F. WILSON 
Cm. W. B L L ~  AMOS H a a a ~ s  
J. C. HALL JNO. T. CL~RK 
JOHN H. 9. A ~ s  
W r .  A. W- HaRvm J. SKIFF 
H. W. GCBAY J. A. PAXVIN 
ROBT. Gowm W. PHINN. CLARKB 
H. D. Q m s o ~  JIQ~UUMIAH HOLLINOSWORTH 
THOMAS S ~ Y  WM. PATT~WSON 
A. H. MARVIN D. W. Wxm 
J. H. E-ON A L P H ~ ~  S c o n  
R L. B. C m m  GCBIORQI GC-m 
4 
JAMmS A. YOUNO E b w a a ~  JOHN&WN~ 
D. H. SOLOMON A m  R C ~ N  
M. W. RoBINaON l?uAluc~S S%awaOm& Preebleat 
Attest ;-TH : J. SAUNDHW, Becretarg 
19. N. B A T ~ ,  Asst. Bwetary 
- 
~ T h b  propwition WM voted d m  at the time the Coaatitution adopted MSectlon 16 WM dded by an amendment &tad in lW4. 
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Signers of the Constitution of Iowa 
Facsimile signatures of the men who made and signed the Constitution. 
Amendments to the Constitution of Iowa 
Amendments of 1868'" 
1st. Strike the word "white" from section one of article two thereof. 
2d. Strike the word "white" from section thirty-three of article three thereof. 
3d. Strike the word "white" from section thirty-four of article three thereof. 
4th. Strike the word "white" from section thirty-five of article three thereof. 
5th. Strike the word "white" from section one of article six thereof. 
Amendment of 18803' 
Strike out the words "free white" from the third line of section four (4) of 
article three (3) of @aid constitution, relating to the legislative department. 
Amendment of 1882" 
Add a s  section 26 to article I of said constitution the following: Section 26. 
No person shall manufacture for sale, or sell, or keep for sale, a s  a beverage 
any intoxicating liquors whatever. including ale, wine and beer. The general 
assembly shall by law prescribe regulations for the enforcement of the prohibi- 
tion herein contained, and shall thereby provide suitable penalties for the viola- 
tion of the provisions hereof. 
Amendments of 188438 
Amendment 1. The general election for state, district county and township 
officers shall be held on the Tuesday next after the flrst Monday in November. 
Amendment 2. At any regular session of the general as~embly, the state may 
be divided into the necessary judicial districts for district court purposes, or 
the  aid districts may be reorganized and the number of the districts and the 
judges of said courts increased or diminished; but no reorganization of the 
districts or diminution of the judges shall have the effect of removing a judge 
from office. 
Amendment 3. The grand jury may consist of any number of members not 
less than five, nor more than fifteen, a s  the general assembly may by law pro- 
vide, or the general assembly may provide for holding persons to answer for 
any criminal offense without the intenvention of a grand jury. 
Amendment 4. That section 13 of article 6 of the constitution be stricken 
therefrom, and the following adopted a s  such section. 
SECTION 13. The qualifled electors of each county shall, a t  the general election 
in the year 1886, and every two years thereafter elect a county attorney, who 
shall be a resident of the county for which he is elected, and shall hold his offlce 
for two years, and until his successor shall have been elected and qualified. 
Amendments of 190480 
Add as  section 16, to Article XI1 of the constitution, the following: 
S-ON 16. The flrst general election after the adoption of this amendment 
shall be held on the Tuesday next after the flrst Monday in November in the 
year one thousand nine hundred and six, and general elections shall be held 
biennially thereafter. I n  the year one thousand nine hundred and six there 
- 
35These amendments were propmed by the General Assembly in 1866: readopted in 
1868: ratified by the voters on November 3. 1868: and proclaimed adopted on December 
8, 1868.-Lams of Iowa, 1866, Ch. 98, P. 106, 1868 Ch. 68. D. 93. 
86This amendment was proposed by the General Assembly in 1878: readopted by the 
General Assembly in 1880; ratified by the voters at  the election on November 2. 1880: and 
proclaimed a d o p e  on December 3, 1880.-Laws of Iowa, 1878. Joint Resolution No. 6. 
p. 178. 1880. Jolnt Resolution No. 6. P 214. 
37This amendment was ~roposed by the General A8sernbly in 1880; readopted by the 
General Assembly in 1882; ratified at  a special election held on June 27. 1882; and certi- 
fied adopted on July 28, 1882. On April 21, 1883, the Supreme Court of Iowa, in Koehler 
and Lange v. Hill, decided that the amendment, beesuse of irregularities, had not been 
legally submitted to the voters and was, therefore, not legally adopted.-Laws of Iowa, 
1880, Joint Resolution No. 8, P. 215, 1882, Joint Resolution No. 8, P. 178: 60 Iowa 643. 
38These amendments were proposed by the .General Assembly in 1882; readopted by 
the General Assembly in 1884; ratified by the vdters at  the election on November 4 1884. 
and certified adopted on December 10, 1884.- Laws of Iowa. 1882. Joint ~esolutidn NO: 
12, p. 181, 1884, Joint Resolution No. 13, pp. 234, 236. 
~~~~e amendments were proposed by the General Assembly in 1902; readopted by 
the General Assembly in 1904; ratified by the voters at  the general election on November 
8 1904; and certified adopted on November 29, 1904.-Laws of Iowa 1902 Joint Reso- 
ldtions Nos. 2 and 6, P. 198, 1904, Joint Reaolutions Nos. 1 and 2, ;p. 20;. 208. 
shall be elected a governor, lieutenant-governor. secretary of state, auditor of 
state, treasurer of state, attorney general, two judges of the supreme court, 
the successors of the judges of the district court whose terms of office expire on 
December 31st, one thousand nine hundred and six, state senators who would 
otherwise be chosen in the year one thousand nine hundred and flve, and mem- 
bers of the house of representatives. The terms of office of the judges of the 
supreme court which would otherwise expire on December 31st, in odd numbered 
years, and all other elective state, county and township officers whose terms of 
office would otherwise expire in January in the year one thousand nine hundred 
and six, and members of the general assembly whose succesrrors would other- 
wise be chosen a t  the general election in the year one thousand nine hundred and 
flve, are hereby extended one year and until their successors are  elected and 
qualifled. The terms of offices of senators whose successors would otherwise be 
chosen in the year one thousand nine hundred and seven a re  hereby extended 
one year and until their successors are elected and qualified. The general as- 
sembly shall make such changes in the law governing the time of election and 
term of oflice of all other elective officere a s  shall be necessary to make the 
time of their election and terms of offlce conform to this amendment, and shall 
provide which of the judges of the supreme court shall serve a s  chief justice. 
The general assembly shall meet in regular session on the second Monday in 
January, in the year one thousand nine hundred and six, and also on the second 
Monday in January, in the year one thousand nine hundred and seven, and 
biennially thereafter. 
That sections thirty-four (3 i ) ,  thirty-five (36) and thirty-six (36) of article 
three (3) of the constitution of the state of Iowa, be repealed and the following 
be adopted in lieu thereof: 
Sm. 34 The senate shall be composed of flfty members to be elected from 
the several senatorial districts, established by law and a t  the next session of the 
general assembly held following the taking of the state and national census, they 
shall be apportioned among the several counties o r  districts of the state, accord- 
ing to population as shown by the last preceding census. 
Sm. 36. The house of representatives shall consist of not more than one 
hundred and efght members. The ratio of representation shall be determined 
by dividing the whole number of the populstion of the state a s  shown by the 
last preceding state or national census, by the whole number of counties then 
existing or organized, but each county shall constitute one representative district 
and be entitled to one representative, but each county having a population in 
excess of the ratio number, a s  herein provided of three flfths or more of such 
ratio number shall be entitled to one additional representative, but said addition 
shall extend only to the nine counties having the greatest population. 
Sm.  36. The general assembly shall, a t  the flrst regular session held follow- 
ing the adoption of this amendment, and a t  each succeeding regular session 
held next after the taking of such census, flx the ratio of representation, and 
apportion the additional represer~tatives, a s  hereinbefore mquired. 
Amendment of 190g40 
That there be added to section eighteen (18) of article one (1) of the con- 
stitution of the state of Iowa, the following : 
"The general assembly, however, may pass laws permitting the owners of 
lands to construct drains, ditahes, and levees for agricq&ural, sanitary or 
mining purposes across the lands of others, and provide for the organization of 
drainage districts, vest the proper authorities with power to construct and main- 
tain levees, drains and ditches sxid to keep in repalr all drains, ditches, and ': 
levees heretofore constructed under the laws of the state, by special assess- 
ments upon the property benefited thereby. The General Assembly may provide : 
by law for the condemnation of such real estate a s  shall be necessary for the 
construction and maintenance of such drains, ditches and levees, and prescribe 
the method of making such condemnation." 
Amendment of 191641 
To repeal section seven (7) of article two (2) of the constitution of Iowa 
and to adopt in lieu thereof the following. to wit: 
-
4oThis amendment was proposed by the General Assembly in 1906; readopted by the 
General Assembly in 1907; ratifled at the general election on November 3 1908. and cer- 
tified adopted on November 23, 1908.-Laws of Iowa, 1906. Joint ~esol;tion NO. 1, p. 
210, 1907, House Joint Resolution No. 2. P. 282. 
41This amendme~t was propued by the General Assembly in 1913; readopted by the 
General Asaembly m 1916; rattfied by the votem a t  the nenerd election on November 7, 
1916; and certified adopted on November 27, 1916.-Laws of Iowa, 1913, House Joint 
Resolution No. 3, p. 422, 1916, Ch. 210, pp. 263, 264. 
1 
[ 35 1 
"The general election for state, district, county and township officers in the 
Year 1916 shall be held in the same month and on the same day as  that fixed by 
the laws of the United States for the election of presidential electors, or of 
president and vice-president of the United States; and thereafter such election 
shall be held at  such time a s  the general assembly may by law provide." 
Amendment of 192642 
Strike out the word "male" from section four ( 4 )  of article three ( 8 )  of said 
constitution, relating to the legislative department. 
Amendment of 192848 
That the period (.) a t  the end of said section thirty-four ( 3 4 )  of article 
three ( 3 )  of the constitution of the state of Iowa be stricken and the following 
inserted : 
", but no county shall be entitled to more than one ( 1 )  senator." 
Amendment of 1936U 
Amend Article three (111) by repealing section thirty-three ( 3 3 )  relating to 
the state census. 
Amendment of 1942& 
That Article seven (VII) of the constitution of the state of Iowa be amended 
by adding thereto, as  Section eight ( 8 )  thereof, the following: 
"All motor vehicle registration fees and all licenses and excise taxes on motor 
vehicle fuel, except cost of administration, shall be used exclusively for the 
construction, maintenance and supervision of the public highways exclusively 
within the state or for the payment of bonds issued or to be issued for the con- 
struction of such public highways and the payment of interest on such bonds." 
Amendments of 195246 
Amendment 1. That section four ( 4 )  of Article IV of the Constitution of 
Iowa be amended by adding thereto the following: "If, upon the completion 
of the canvass of votes for Governor and Lieutenant Governor by the General 
Assembly, It shall appear that the person who received the highest number of 
votes for Governor has since died, resigned, Is unable to qualify, fails to quaufy, 
or for any other mason is unable to assume the duties of the office of Governor 
for the ensuing term, the powers and duties of the office shall devolve upon the 
person who received the highest number of votes for Lieutenant Governor until 
the disability is removed and, upon Inauguration, he shall assume the powers 
and duties of Governor." 
Amendment 2. That section nineteen ( 1 9 )  of Article IV of the Constitution 
of Iowa be repealed and the following adopted in lieu thereof: "If there be a 
-
42Thia amendment was propoaed by the General Assembly in 1928: readopted by the 
General m b l y  in 1926; ratified by the voters at the election held on November 2. 
1926; and certified adopted on November 26. 1926.-Laws of lowa.  1928, Ch, 887. p. 427. 
1926 Ch 282 p 805 
48his'ame;1&ent 'was proposed by the General Assembly in 1926; readopted by the 
General A~~embly in 1921; ratified hy vote of the people at the eleation on November 6. 
1928 and certified adopted on November 80, 1928.-Laws of Iowa, 1926, Oh. 279, p. 802, 
l%&gk&~t"'waa proposed by the General Assembly in 1988; readopted by the 
General Assembly in 1986; ratified by the voters at the election held on November 8. 1986; 
and certified adopted on Jsnuarp 14, 1937.-Laws of Iowa, 1988, Oh. 268, p. 809, 1986, 
Ch 228. p. 288. 
%This amendment was propoaed by the Genersl Assembly in 1989: readopted by the 
General Aasembly in 1941; ratified by the voters at the election November 8. 1942. and 
adoption certffied November 24. 1942.-Lawn of Iowa, 1989, Ch. 807, p. 416. 1941. Ch. 
842. p. 840. 
&Them amendments were proposed by the General Assembly in 1949; readopted by 
the General Assembly in 1961; ratified by the voters at the election November 4 1962 
and adoption certi0ed December 8, 1952.-Laws of Iowa, 1949, Ch. 809, p. 8971 1961: 
Ch. 268, P. 858. 
vacancy in the office of Governor and the Lieutenant Governor shall by reason 
of death, impeachment, resignation, removal from office, or other disability 
become incapable of performing the duties pertaining to the office of Governor, 
the President pro tempore of the Senate shall act as Governor until the vacancy 
is fllled or the disability removed; and if the President pro tempore of the 
Senate, for any of the above causes, shall be incapable of performing the duties 
pertaining to the office of Governor the same shall devolve upon the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives; and if the Speaker of the House of Repreaenta- 
tives, for any of the above causns, shall be incapable of performing the duties 
of the office of Governor, the Justices of the Supreme Court shall convene the 
General Assembly by proclamation and the General Assembly shall organize 
by the election of a President pro temnore by the Senate and a Speaker by the 
House of Representatives. The Ooneral Assembly shall thereupon immediately 
proceed to the election of a Governor and Lieutenant Governor in joint con- 
vention." 
Amendment of 196F7 
Article Five (V) is amended in the following manner: 
1. Section four ( 4 )  is amended by striking from lines eight ( 8 )  and nine ( 9  ) 
of such section the words, "exercise a supervisory" and inserting in lieu 
thereof the words, "shall exercise a supervisory and administrative." 
2. Sections three ( 3 ) ,  flve (6).  nine ( 9 )  and eleven ( 1 1 )  are repealed. 
3. The following sections are added thereto: 
"Section 15. Vacancies in the Supreme Court and District Court shall be 
filled by appointment by the Governor from lists of nominees submitted by the 
appropriate judicial nominating commission. Three nominees shall be submitted 
for each Supreme Court vacancy, and two nominees shall be submitted for each 
District Court vacancy. If the Governor fails for thirty days to make the ap- 
pointment, it shall be made Prom such nominees by the Chief Justice of the 
Supreme Court. 
"Section 16. There shall be a State Judicial Nominating Commission. Such 
commission shall make nominations to flll vacancies in the Supreme Court. 
Until July 4,  1973, and theraafter unless otherwise provided by law, the State 
Judicial Nominating Commission shall be composed and selected as  follows: 
There shall be not less than three nor more than eight appointive members, 
a s  provided by law, and an equal number of elective members on such Commfs- 
sion, all of whom shall be electors of the state. The appointive members shall 
be appointed by the Governor subject to confirmation by, the Senate. The 
elective members shall be elected by the resident members of the bar of the state. 
The judge of the Supreme Court who is senior in length of service on said court, 
other than the Chief Justice, shall also bo a member of such Commission and 
shall be its chairman. 
"There shall be a District Judicial Nominating Commission in each judicial 
district of the state. Such commissions shall make nominati to flll vacancies 
in the District Court within theiir respective districts. U n t E u l y  4 ,  19'13, and 
thereafter unless otherwise ~~rovided by law, District Judicial Nominating Com- 
missions shall be composed and selected as follows: There shall be not less 
than three nor more than six appointive members, as  provided by law, and an 
equal number of elective members on each such commission, all of whom shall 
be electors of the district. The appointive members shall be appointed by the 
Governor. The elective membem shall be elected by the resident members of the 
bar of the district. The district judge of such district who is senlor in length 
of service shall also be o member of such commission and shall be its chairman. 
"Due consideration shall be given to area representation in the appointment 
and election of Judicial Nominating Commission members. Appointive and 
elective members of Judicial Nominating Commissions shall serve for six year 
terms, shall be ineligible for a second six year term on the same commission, 
shall hold no office of proflt of the United States or of the state during their 
terms, shall be chosen without reference to political affiliation, and shall have 
- 
4rThis amendment was proposed by the General bembly in 1969: readopted hy the 
Ganeral Assembly in 1961; ratified by the votere at an eMtion June 4, lWZ, and 
adoption certified June 26. 1962.-Lawn of lowa. 1969, Ch. 420, p. 649; 1981. Cb. 848. 
P. 811). 
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such other qualifications a s  may be prescribed by law. As near as  may be. 
the terms of one-third of such members shall expire every two years. 
"Section 1'7. Members of all courts shall have such tenure in office a s  may 
be flxed by law, but terms of Supreme Court Judges shall be not less than 
eight years and terms of District Court Judges shall be not less than six years. 
Ju&es shall serve for one year after appointment and until the first day of 
January following the next judicial election after the expiration of such Year. 
They ahall at such judicial election stand for retention in oface on a separate 
ballot which shall submit the question of whether such judge shall be retained 
in office for the tenure prescribed for such office and when such tenure is 
term of years, on their request, they shall, a t  the judicial election next before 
the end of each term stand again for retention on such ballot. Present Supreme 
Court and District Court Judges, a t  the expiration of their respective terms, 
may be retained in office in like manner for the tenure prescribed for such 
oface. The General Assembly shall prescribe the time for holding judicial 
elections 
"Section 18. Judges of the Supremo Court and District Court shall receive 
salaries from the state, shall be members of the bar of the state and shall have 
such other qualificatione as may be prescribed by law. Judges of the Supreme 
Court and District Court shall be ineligible to any other oface of the state 
while serving on said court and for two years thereafter, except that District 
Judges shall be eligible to the ol3ce of Supreme Court Judge. Other judicial 
officers shall be selected in such manner and shall have such tenure, compensa- 
tion and other qualification as  may be fixed by law. The General Assembly 
shall prescribe mandatory retirement for Judges of the Supreme Court and 
District Court a t  a specifled age and shall provide for adequate retirement 
compensation. Retired judges shall be subject to special assignment to tem- 
porary judicial duties by the Supreme Court, a s  provided by law." 
Iowa Chronology 
Iowa is Indian for "This is the Place," or "The Beautiful Land." 
Four glacial epochs prepared Iowa soil. 
1673-Iowa discovered by Joliet and Marquette. 
1680-Aco-Hennepin explore Upper Mississippi above McGregor. 
1690-Perrot teaches Indians how to mine lead near Dubuque. 
1718-Deslisle's map shows river-to-river road across Iowa. 
1735-French fight Sauk and Fox a t  Raccoon Fork of Des Moines. 
1762-Louisiana, including Iowa, ceded by France to Spain. 
1766-Fur-trader Jonathan Carver camps on Iowa soil. 
1773-Peter Pond catches three large catfish below McGregor. 
1780-Iowan loses life beating off British attack on St. Louis. 
1788-Julien DuBuque commences mining lead ore with the Indians. 
1796-First of three Spanish Land Grants made to Julien DuBuque. 
1799-Jean Faribault trades with the Indians near present state capital. 
1800-Louisiana returned to France from Spain by secret treaty. 
1803-Iowa a part of Louisiana Purchase. 
180PLewis and Clark start up Missouri; Iowa in Indiana Territory. 
1805-Iowa a part of Louisiana Territory; capital a t  St. Louis. 
1806-Lewis and Clark, and Pike return from explorations. 
1808-Army post and Indian factory established a t  Fort Madison. 
1812-Iowa becomes a part of newly-formed Missouri Territory. 
1 8 1 6 F o r t  Armstrong on Rock Island; Fort Crawford a t  Prairie du 
Chien. 
1821-Iowa without government when Missouri is admitted as a state. 
1823-First steamboat churns up Mississippi past Iowa. 
1824-Half-breed Tract created in Lee County. 
1825-Grand Council of 1825 creates Neutral Line in Iowa. 
1830-Neutral Ground established in northeast Iowa. 
1832-Black Hawk War and Black Hawk Treaty. 
1833-Permanent settlement begins June 1, 1833. 
183AFirs t  Fort Des Moines established near Montrose, Lee County. 
1834--Iowa attached to Michigan Territory; two counties formed. 
1836Wiiconsin Territory formed; Belmont, Wisconsin, the capital. 
1836-First newspaper in Iowa a t  DubuqueMay 11, 1836. 
1837-Second Purchase followed by Indian cessions of $838, '42, '46, '51. 
1838-Iowa Territory created; population, 22,859; Burlington capital. 
1843-Fort Des Moines I1 established a t  Raccoon Forks. 
1844-Constitutional Convention held in Iowa City. 
1846-Iowa becomes 29th state on December 28; population 102,388. 
1846-Town of Fort Des Moines platted; in 1856 becomes a city. 
1854-First railroad reaches Mississippi opposite Davewort. 
1857-New Constitution adopted; Spirit Lake Massacre. 
1860-Iowa votes for Abe Lincoln. 
1866-First railroad into Des Moines; Council Bluffs in 1867. 
1898--Soldiers and Sailors monument erected in Des Moines. 
1916-Extension of Capitol Grounds to 93 acres under Governor Clarke. 
1950-Iowa population, 2,621,073. 
1963-Iowa population 2,757,537, a 5.2 percent increase; land area, 55,586 
square miles; railroads, 8,697 miles; primary highways and primary 
highway extensions, 9,847 miles; interstate highways open to traf- 
fic, 247 miles; colleges, 51; schools, 4,059; daily and weekly news- 
papers, 450; radio ptations, 74; television stations, 13; state parks 
and preserves, 91; natural lakes, 72; artificial lakes, 24; inland 
streams, 900 miles; boundary streams, 600 miles; industries and 
manufacturing plants, more than 3,700. 
Old Capitol Building, Iowa City 
On December 2, 1842, the new Stone Capitol was occupied a t  the open- 
ing of the Fifth Legislative Assembly, having been erected a t  Iowa City 
as the permanent capitol of the territory. 
Where Iowa laws were &st made in Dea Moines . 
C401 
Old Zion Uhurch, Burlington 
The first territorial @nd the first State Capitol of Iowa. 
First Building Used M State Capitol at Iowa City 
The two houses of the Fourth Territorial Legislative Assembly of 
Iowa convened on Monday, December 16, 1841, ig the frame building 
erected by Walter Butler on the corner of Clinton and Washington 
Streets in Iowa City, where Whetstone's drug store now stands. 
The State of Iowa 
HE Indians who first roamed these prairies called it Iowa, which 
is Indian for "This is the Place" or "The Beautiful Land." 
Iowa completed 100 years of statehood on December 28, 1946. 
It was the twenty-ninth state admitted to the Union and was 
the first free state west of the Mississippi River. There were 102,388 
residents when Iowa became a state. We had 2,757,537 in 1960. 
Iowa was a part of the vast Province of Louisiana purchased by the 
United States from France. Other states had been formed in this region, 
but Iowa was the first state carved out and established with soil for- 
ever dedicated to human freedom. The probationary time as  a territory 
was for eight and a half years and it had been only 13 years since the 
first legal settlements. Mining of lead had been engaged in a t  Dubuque 
since 1788, by favor of the Indians, and there had been feeble efforts a t  
colonization along the river under Spanish grants, but not until 1833, 
following the Black Hawk war, did the home seekers secure title to their 
holdings. 
Spanish and French monarchs had vague claims of jurisdiction over 
the region, but the standard of neither country had ever been set up 
permanently in any part of what is now Iowa. The United States closed 
out the French claim by purchase in 1803, after which local authority 
shifted frequently; namely, Indiana territory given jurisdiction, 1804; 
Louisiana territory organized with St. Louis the capital, 1805; Iowa in- 
cluded in Missouri territory, 1812; when Missouri became a state, Iowa 
left without government, 1821; Territory of Michigan with a capital a t  
Detroit given jurisdiction, 1834; became the major part of Wisconsin 
territory, 1836; organized and named Territory of Iowa, 1838; statehood 
first authorized, 1845; organized as a state, 1846. 
'. '. 
Stepping Stones Along the Way 
Iowa is Indian for "This is the Place," or "The Beautiful Land." 
Centuries of wilderness and four glacial epochs prepared the soil of 
Iowa. 
Upper Mississippi River and Iowa discovered June 17, 1673, by Mar- 
quette and Joliet, 181 years after Columbus found America. 
Iowa, favorite Indian hunting land, purchased with Louisiana, 1803. 
Black Hawk purchase, 1833, opened eastern Iowa to white settlers. 
Second purchase, 1837; central Iowa, 1842; northwest Iowa, 1851. 
In four years, 1833-1836. Iowa grew rapidly and became a territory. 
CapitaleBurlington, 1838; Iowa City, 1841; Des Moines, 1857. 
First Settlement-Lee County, 1820; Burlington, 1832; Dubuque, 1833. 
School opened in Lee County, 1830; first newspaper, Dubuque, 1836. 
Gen. Robert Lucas of Ohio, appointed governor of territory, 1838. 
Ansel Briggs of Jackson County, elected first governor of the state, 
1846. 
First locomotive into Iowa a t  Davenport, 1854; railroad across Iowa, 
1867. 
State capitol built, 1873-1886; state historical building, 1898-1908; 
state omcebuilding, 1951. 
Iowans in the wars: Civil War, 72,252, Iowa population 674,913; Span- 
ish-American, 5,859, Iowa population, 2,058,069; World War I, 114,213, 
Iowa population 2,358,066; World War 11, 262,838, Iowa population 
2,538,268; Korean conflict, 70,500, Iowa population, 2,621,073. 
Iowa's First Century of Statehood ended December 28, 1946. 
PRESIDENTL3 OF THE UNITED STATES 
Yeau I NAMES Chosen 1 TemolO%ice 
........ George Washington.. 
John A h . .  .............. 
Tho- Jeffmn..  .......... 
~ ~ ~ ~ s d i s o n .  ......... .. 
Jnmea Monroe. ............. 
John Quincy Adams.. ....... 
............ Andrew Jackson. 
......... Martin Vsn Buren.. 
............ 1Wm.H.Hsnison 
John Tyler.. ............... 
James Enox Polk.. .......... 
Taylor. ............ 
........... James Buchnnan. 
.......... aAbrnham Lincoln.. 
.......... Andrew Johnson.. 
Ulysses 8. Gmnt. ........... 
Rutherford B. Haves. ....... 
............ 
Chester A. Arthur.. ......... 
Grover Cleveland ............ 
........ Benjamin Harrison.. 
Gmyer Cleve+d.. .......... 
......... 'WIUlam McKmley.. 
........ Theodore b m v e l t . .  
........ Thsodore Rwsevelt.. 
........... William H. Taft.. 
.......... Woodrow Wilaon.. 
........ 6Wnrren G. Hsrding.. 
Calvin Wjdge . .  ........... 
Cplvin Coohdge.. ..........: 
Herbert Hoover.. ........... 
Frsnklio D. Rwsevelt. ...... 
h n k l i n  D. Rwsevelt. ...... 
Fran%Lin D. h v e l t . .  ..... 
' W n  D. h v e l t .  ...... 
.......... Harry 8. Truman.. 
Harry 8. Truman ............ 
Dwight D. E i o w e r . .  ..... 
Dwight D. Eisenhower.. ..... 
John F. Kennedy.. .......... 
Virghlk .......... 
Massschwetta .... 
Vighlk .......... 
Virginin. ......... 
Virginis. ......... 
Massachusetts. ... 
Tennessee. ....... 
New York.. ...... 
Ohio.. ........... 
viginia. ......... 
Tennessae ........ 
Louisiana. ....... 
New York.. . . . . . .  
New Hamphiire.. . 
Pennsylvaola. .... 
Illinois. : ......... 
Tennessee. ....... 
Illinois ........... 
Obi0 ............. 
Ohio. ............ 
New York.. ...... . 
Indiana. ......... 
New York.. ...... 
Ohio.. ........... 
...... New York.. 
...... New York.. 
Ohio. ............ 
New Jersey.. ..... 
Ohio. ............ 
Massachwttg .... 
Massachusetts. ... 
....... California. 
New York.. ...... 
...... New York.. 
New York.. ...... 
New York.. ...... 
Missouri. ........ 
Missouri ......... 
New York.. ...... 
. . . .  Pennsylvania. 
.. Massaehwtts.. 
8years ....................... 
4 years. ...................... 
8 years.. ..................... 
8years ....................... 
8years ....................... 
4 y e m  ....................... 
8 years ....................... 
4 yaars.. ..................... 
..................... 1 month. 
.......... 3 years, 11 months.. 
4 years.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
1 year 4 months 6 da s 
2 ye&, 7 mont&. 26 L.'.::: 
4 years.. ..................... 
4 yesus.. ..................... 
4 years 1 month 10 
3 years: 10 month, a%;.: : : : 
8 yeara.. ..................... 
4years ................ ....... 
6 months, 15 days.. ........... 
3 years, 6 month, 16 days.. .... 
4years ....................... 
4years ....................... 
4 years.. ..................... 
.... 4 years 6 month 10 days.. 
.... 3 6 months: 20 days.. 
4 years ....................... 
4 yeara ....................... 
8years ....................... 
2 years. 6 months. ............ 
............. 1 year, 7 month. 
4years ....................... 
4 y e m  ....................... 
4 years.. ..................... 
4 years.. ..................... 
2 4 months years.. ..................... 22 days . 
3 years. 9'montha, 8 days ....... 
4years ....................... 
4 years.. ..................... 
4 y e m  ....................... 
.............................. 
Fd&t 
Federalist 
Republican 
Republican 
Republican 
R e ~ ~ b f i c ~ n  
Democrat 
Whig 
Whig 
Democrat 
Whig 
Whia 
Demoolat 
Republican 
Republican 
&publican 
Republican 
Republican 
Bepublican 
Democrat 
Republican 
Democrat 
Republican 
Republican 
Republican 
Republican 
Democrat 
Republican 
Republican 
Republican 
Reputliom 
Democrat 
Democrat 
Demwrat 
Democrat 
Democrat 
Democrat 
Republican 
Republican 
Democrat 
1Died i n  o 5 c e  April  4 1841. Vice President Tyler succeeded him. 
ZDied i n  o 5 c e  Ju ly  9,'1860. Vice President Fillmore succeeded him.' 
What by assassin April  14. 1866. Died April  16. Vice President Johnson succeeded him. 
4Died Sept. 19, 1881, f r o m  wound inflicted by easasstn July 2. Vice President A r t h u r  sue- 
c e d e d  him. 
sDi+ Sept. 14. 1901, f rom wound inflicted by assassin Sept. 6. Vice President Theodore 
& d t  succeeded him. 
6Died in o 5 c e  Aug. 2. 1923. Vice President Coolidge succeeded him. 
?Died in o 5 c e  April  12, 1945. Vice President H a r r y  T ~ m a n  suceeede4him. 
- 
The "Iowa Corn Song" ., - - 
The "Iowa Corn Song," familiar all over the United States by uee a t  
Shrine, Legion and other conventions, is a genuine favorite with Iowa 
people. It was first used in 1912 by Za-Ga-Zig Temple Shriners of Des ";I' - Moines a t  a convention in Los Angeles. 
George E. Hamilton was with the group bound for the west. and put 
down a chorus to the music of the old song, "Traveling." Later, John 
T. Beeston. leader of the Shrine band. took Hamilton's chorus and scored 
it for a sihging band, with solo cohet  accompaniment. I t  was copy- 
righted by Beeston in 1921. 
The chorus is a pepper-upper and the raising of the right arm, when 
singing the last line, adds the touch that sells it everywhere. 
We're from Ioway, Ioway; 
s ta te  of a36 the h ~ d ,  
Joy on every h d ;  
W&re from Ioway, Ioway, 
ThaVs where the tall corn grows. 
The Song of Iowa. 
fair it L .r PO-et'sdram, I - 0-m in I - o - w &  
And she has maids whose laughing eyes, 
Iowa. 01 Iowa, 
To him who loves were Paradiae. 
Iowa, 01 Iowa 
01 happjest fate that e'er waa known, 
Such eyes to shine for one alone, 
To call such beauty all his own. 
Iowa, 0 1 Iowa. 
4 Go read the story of thy past, 
Iowa. 01 Iowa. 
What glorious deeds, what fame thou 
Iowa. 01 Iowa. 
So long as time's great cycle mns. 
Or nations weep their fallen ones. 
Thou'lt not forget thY patriot sons, 
Iowa, 01 Iowa. 
.ogz &y.IIb.gik % gi &toa 7:s E5,E b"efoFtha~Ude~popt:%ngDeZnCCBd?P: 
the 8outharnen adapted it to the song "W M w l u r d .  
Major S. H. M. Byers, in his day the "poet laureate " of Iowa, wrote 
the words set to music for this ofacial song for the Hawkeye State. 
IOWA'S FLAG SONG 
By act of the joint session of the General Assembly of Iowa on March 24, 1949, 
the Iowa Flag poem written by E 0. Osborn of Knoxville and the  music written 
by Elsther May ~ l & k  of ~ s k a l o d s a  were officially adolgted as the Iowa Flag 
Song, in honor of the Iowa flag, designed by Mrs. Dixie Cornell Gebhart of 
Knoxville. 
QLbe P i r t b  of $ZImerirant$m 
In 1620 the Pilgrims, persecuted for conscience's sake "braved the tempests 
of the Vast and furious ocean and the terrors lurking i i  the American wilder- 
ness" t0 plant their State of Freedom. Even before landing they set  up their 
government by a written Compact. the flrst charter of a government of the 
People, by the People and for the plople known to history. In the cabin of the 
Mayflower humanity recovered its rights. 
Signed in the Cabin of the "Mayflower," Nov. 
llth, Old Style, Nov. 21st, New Style, 1620. 
"In the name of God, amen. We whose names are underwritten, the loyal1 
subjects of pur dread soveraigne Lord. King James, by the grace of Go& of 
Great Britame, Franc and Ireland king, defender of the faith kc, haveing 
undertaken for the plorie of God, and advancemente of the Christian faith, 
and honour of our ktng and countrie, a voyage to plant the first colonie in the 
northerne parts of Virginia, doe by these presents solemnly and mutually 
in the presence of God. and one of another, covenant and combine ourselves 
togeather into a civil1 body politick, for our better ordering and preservation 
and furtherance of the ends aforesaid; and by vertue hearof to enacte, con- 
- stitute and frame such just and equal1 lawcs, ordinances, acts constitutions 
and ofhces, from t i m  to time, as shall be thought most meete &d convenient 
for the general good of the colonie, unto which we promise all due submission 
and obedience. In wimesa whereof we have hereunto subscribed our names 
at Cap-Codd the 11 of November, in the year of the raigne.of our soveraigne 
lord, King James of England Franc and Ireland the eighteenth, and of 
Scotland the fifty-fourth. ANO' Dom 1620." 
John Carver Edward Tilly Degory Priest 
William Bradford John Till Thomas Williams 
Edward W~nslow Franc~s Zooke Gilbert Winslow 
William Brewster Thomas Rogers Edmond M argeson 
Isaac Allerton Thomas. Tinker Peter Brown 
M les Standish John Ri dale Richard aritteridgc 9.6. Alden Edward Suller George Soule 
amuel Fuller John Turner Richard Clarke 
Christopher Martin Francis Eaton Richard Gardiner 
William Mullins Jades Chilton John Allertoq 
William White John Crackston Thomas English 
John Billington Edward Doty 
Moses Fletcher Edward Leistcr 
John Goodman .i 
i L 
This venerable document the flrst American State paper. 
Thus these men became the First Americans. They believed tha t  God created 
all men equal' therefore without other precedent' they made all men equal 
before the ~ a k .  Here Gas the birth of constitutional liberty, foreshadowing 
our Declaration of Independence and our American Constitution, which guaran- 
tees Freedom to  all of us  today. Tremendous suffering was  endured a s  they 
grappled with the great unknown. Half their number perished in the struggle 
of tha t  flrst terrible Winter. Under cover of darkness the fast  dwindling Com- 
pany laid their dead; levelling thc earth above theA lest the Indians should 
learn how many were the graves. 
"History records no nobler venture for Faith and Freedom than that  of this 
Pilgrim band. I n  weariness and painfulness, in watchtngs often in hunger and 
cold, they laid the foundation of a State wherein every man t irough countless 
ages, should have liberty to worship God in his own way, ih perpetuating and 
spreading, throughout the World, the lofty Ideals of our Republic.'' 
The "Mayflower" started with ninety-eight wssengers;  one was born on the 
voyage and four joined them from the ship. Forty-one men signed the 
"~om&ct." There were twelve other men, twenty-two women twenty boys and 
eight girls in the company. In December, six died. in ~ a n u a G  eight; in ~ h b r u -  
ary, seventeen ; in March, thirteen; making forty-#our. ~or ty-klght  a r e  believed 
to have left descendants. 
INote: November %1st of our calmdar is the same as November l l t h  of the 
bld BtyZe calendar.) - 
45 1 
The Declaration of Independence 
In Co~lgress, July 4, 1776 
The Unanimous Declaration of the Thirteen United States of America 
WHEN in the Course of human events, it becomes necessary for one 
people to dissolve the political bands which have connected them with 
another, and to assume among the powers of the earth, the separate 
and equal station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature's God 
entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that 
they should declare the causes which impel them to the separation.-We 
hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, 
that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, 
that among these are Lie, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.- 
That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, 
deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed,-That 
whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of these ends, 
it is the Right of the People to dter  or abolish it, and to institute 
new Government, laying its foundation on such principles and organiz- 
ing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect 
their Safety and Happiness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate that Govern- 
ments long established should not be changed for light and transient 
causes; and accordingly all experience hath shown, that mankind are 
more disposed to sufPer, while evils are sufferable, than to right them- 
selves by abolishing the forms to which they are accustomed. But when 
a Iong train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the same 
Object evinces a design to reduce them under absolute Despotism, it is 
their right, i t  is their duty, to throw off such Government, and to provide 
new Guards for their future security.-Such has been the patient suf- 
ferance of these Colonies; and such is now the necessity which con- 
strains them to alter their former Systems of Government. The history 
of the present King of Great Britain is a history of repeated injuries 
and usurpations, all having in direct object the establishment of an 
absolute Tyranny over these States. To prove this, let Facts be sub- 
mitted to a candid world.-He has refused his Assent to Laws, the 
most wholesome and necessary for the public good.-He has forbidden 
his Governors to pass Laws of immediate and pressing importance, 
unless suspended in their operation till his Assent should be obtained; 
and when so suspended, he has utterly neglected to attend to them.- 
He hag refused to pass other Laws for the accommodation of large dis- 
tricts of people, unless those people would relinquish the right of Repre- 
sentation in the Legislature, a right inestimable to them and formidable 
to tyrants only.-He has called together legislative bodies at  places 
unusual, uncomfortable, and distant from the depository of their public 
Recorda, for the sole purpose of fatiguing them into compliance with 
his measures.-He has dissolved Representative Houses repeatedIy, for 
opposing with manly iirmness his invasions on the rights of the people,- 
He has refused for a long time, after such dissolutions, to cause others 
to be elected; whereby the Legislative powers, incapable of Annihilation, 
have returned to the People at  large for their exercise; the State re- 
maining in the meantime exposed to all the dangers of invasion from 
without, and convulsions within.-He has endeavored to prevent the 
population of these States; for that purpose obstruct@g the Laws 
for Naturaliiation of Foreigners; refusing b pass others to encourage 
their migration hither, and raising the conditions of new Appropriations 
of Lands.-He has obstructed the Administration of Justice, by refusing 
his Assent to Laws for establishing Judiciary Powers.-He has made 
Judges dependent on his Will alone, for the tenure of their ofEces, and 
the amount and payment of their salaries.-He has erected a multitude 
of New OfEces, and sent hither swarms of Ofacers to harass our people, 
and eat out their substance.-He has kept among us, in times of peace, 
Standing Armies, without the Consent of our legislatures.-He has 
affected to render the Military independent of and superior to the Civil 
power.-He has combined with others to subject us to a jurisdiction 
foreign to our constitution, and unacknowledged by our laws; giving 
his Assent to their Acts of pretended Legislation:-For quartering large 
bodies of armed troops among us:-For prote-g them, by a mock 
Trial, from punishment for any Murders which they should commit on 
the Inhabitants of these States:-For cutting off our Trade with all 
parts of the world:-For imposing taxes on ua without our Consent:- 
For d e ~ r i v i n ~  ue in manv cases. of the benefitg of Trial bv Jurv:-For 
transporting-us 'beyond beas to be tried for pretended offens&:-For 
abolishing the free System of English Laws in a neighbouring Province, 
establis&g therein &n Arbitrarfgovernrnent, and eaarging-its Bound- 
aries so as to render it a t  once an example and fit instrument for in- 
troducing the same absolute rule into these Colonies:-For taking away 
our Charters, abolishing our most valuable Laws, and altering funda- 
mentally the Forms of our Governments:-For suspending our own Legis- 
latures, and declaring themseIves invested with power to legislate for 
us in all cases whatsoever:-He has abdicated Government here, by 
declaring us out of his Protection and waging War agalnst us.-He has 
plundered our seas, ravaged our Coa~ts, burnt our towns, and destroyed 
the lives of our people.-He is at  thls time transporting large Armies 
of foreign Mercenaries to compleat the  work^ of death, desolation and 
tyranny, already begun with circumstances of Cruelty Bz perfidy scarcely 
paralleled in the most barbarous ages, and totally unworthy the Head 
of a civilized nation.-He has constrained our fellow Citizens taken 
Captive on the high Seas to bear A m  against their Country, to become 
the executioners of their f.riends and Brethren, or to fall themselves by 
their Hands.-He has excited domestic insurrections amongst us, and 
has endeavoured to bring on the inhabitants of our frontiers, the merci- 
less Indian Savages, whose known rule of warfare, is an undiatingulshed 
destruction of all ages, sexes and conditions. In every stage of these 
Oppressions We have Petitioned for Redress in the most humble terms: 
Our repeated Petitions have been answered only by repeated injury. A 
Prince, whose character is thus marked by every sot which may define 
a Tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler of a free people. Nor have We been 
wanting in attentions to our BritHsh bethren. We have warned them 
from time to time of attempts by their legislature to extend an un- 
warrantable jurisdiction over us. We have reminded them of the circum- 
stances of our emigration and settlement here. We have appealed to 
their native justice and magnanimity, and we have conjured them by (the 
ties of our common kindred to disavow these usurpations, which, would - - - - - - - 
inevitably interrupt our connections and correspondence. They too have 
been deaf to the voice of justice and of consanguhkity. We must, there- 
fore, acquiesce in the necessity, which denounces oumeparation, and 
hold them, as we hold the rest of mankind, Enemies in War, in Peace 
Mends.- ., * L 
WE, T W O R E ,  the REPEEmNTATm of the UNITED STATES OF 
AMmCA, in General Congress, Assembled, appealing to the Supreme "c4, 
. 
Judge of the world for the rectitude of our intentions, do, in the Name, A 
and by Authority of the good People of these Colonies, solemnly publish 
and declare, That these United Colonies are, and of Right ought to be 
FREE AND INDEPENDENT STATES; that they are Absolved from an Mle- 
giance to the British Crown, and that all political connection between 
them and the State of Great Britain, is and ought to be totally dissolved; 
and that as Free and Independent States, they have full Power to levy 
War, conclude Peace, contract Alliances, establish Uommerce, and to do 
all other Acts and Things which Independent States may of right do.- 
And for the support of this Declaration, with a firm reliance on the 
protection of Divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our 
Lives, our Fortunes and our sacred Honor. 
JOHN HANCOCK. 
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Constitution of the United States' 
Preamble 
We the People of the United States, in Order to form a more perfect 
Union, establish Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the 
common defence, promote the general Welfare, and secure the Blessings 
of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain and establish this 
Constitution for the United States of America. 
Article I. 
Section 1. All legislative Powers herein granted shall be vested in a Con- 
gress of the United States, which shall consist of a Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives. 
Section 2. The House of Representatives shall be composed of Members 
chosen every second Year by the People of the several States, and the Electors 
in each State shall have the Qualifications requisite for Electors of the mot& 
numerous Branch of the State 1,rgislature. 
No Person shall be a Representative who shall not have attained to the Age of 
twenty flve Years, and been seven Years a Citizen of the United States, and who 
shall not, when elected, be an Inhabitant of that State in which he shall be 
chosen3 
Representatives and direct Taxes shall be apportioned among the several 
States which may be included within this Union, according to their respective 
Numbers, which shall be determined by adddng to the whole Number of free Per- 
sons, 4nclrddng those bound to Bewice for a Temn of Ye-, and excluding In- 
dians not taxed, three fifths of all other Persons. [counting the whole number of 
persons in each State, excluding Indians not taxed.18 The actual Enumeration 
shall be made within three Years after the flrst Meeting of the Congress of the 
United States, and within every subsequmt Term of ten Years, in such Manner 
as  they shall by Law direct. The Number of Representatives shall not exceed 
one for every thirty Thousand, but each State shall have at Least one Repre- 
sentative; and until such enumeration shall be made, the State of New Hamp- 
shire shall be entitled to chuse three, Massachusetts eight, Rhode Island and 
Providence Plantations one, Connecticut flve, New York six, New Jersey four. 
Pennsylvania eight, Delaware one, Maryland six, Virginia ten, North Carolina 
flve, South CaroItna flve, and Georgia three. 
When vacancies happen in the Representation from any State, the Executive 
Authority thereof shall issue Writs of Election to 811 such Vacancies. 
The House of Representatives shall chuse their Speaker and other Oflicers; 
and shall have the sole Power of Impeachment. 
Section 8 The Benate of the Un4ted Btates shall be composed of two Xeaa- 
tors from each Btate, chosen by the Legislature thereof, for s4x Years; and each 
Benutor shall hawe one Vote.4 
[The Senate of the United States ahall be composed of two Senators from 
lThe Constitution of the United States was adopted by a convention of delegates from 
the thirteen States on September 17, 1787, and transmitted to the Congress of the 
Confederation which in turn submitted it to the States for ratification on September 28. 
1787. It  was ratified by the rewired nine States lw June 21. 1788. and went into dect  
on March 4, 1789. 
The text of the Constitution and the flrst nineteen amendmente is taken from Do* 
mmts lUustrative of the Fwnotion of the Un4on of the Amariaam Stat-. (Wedad, ar- 
ranged, and indexed by Charlea C. Tansill) Government Printing 05ce. Washington, 
1927, 1116 pp. The text has been compiled, edited, and documented by Benj. F. Sham- 
hugh and Ruth A. Gallaher of the State Hiatoricd Sooiety of Iowa. Wordm, pesfs 
and the section8 which have been rendered inoperative by amendment appear in rtalw. 
The material added to the Constitution by amendment is e n c l d  within brackets. Besides 
being indicated in their proper place In the text, the amendments are also printed in 
full following the Conetitution. 
2For an additional disqualification added at the close of the Civil War see Amendment 
XIV, Section 3. 
SThe preceding provisions in italic were rendered inoperative by a part of Section 2 
of Amendment XIV, which is inuerted within the brackets. Acwrding to the Fourteenth 
Amendment the number of repreaentativea from any State is to be reduced if the right 
to vota is denied to male citizens over twenty-one years of ape, but this provision has 
never been enforced. 
4Thh section was rendered inoperative by Amendment XVII, the first paragraph of 
which is printed below in brackets. 
each State, elected by the people thereof, for six years; and each Senator shall 
have one vote. The electors in each State shall have the qual i f ldons requisite 
for electors of the most numerous branch of the State Legislatures.] 
Immediately after they shall be assembled in Consecluence of the flrst Election, 
they shall be divided a s  equally as may be into three Classes. The Seats of 
the Senators of the flrst Class shall be vacated a t  the Expiration of the second 
Year, of the second Class a t  the Expiration of the fourth Year, and of the third 
Class a t  the Expiration of the sixth Year, so that one third may be chosen 
every second Year; and if Vacancies happen by Resignation, m otherwise, dur- 
htg the Recess of the Legislature of an?/ Btate, the Ixecut4ue thereof may make 
temporary Appointments wt4l the next Meeting of the Legislatwre, which shall 
then fill such VaaaWs.6 
[When vmancies happen in the representation of any State in the Senate, 
the executive authority of such State shall issue writs of election to flll such 
vacancies: Provided, That the legislature of any State may empower the execu- 
tive thereof to make temporary appointments until the people flll the vacancies 
by election as the legislature may direct.] 
No Person aha11 be a Senator who shall not have attained to the Age of thirty 
Years. and been nine Years a Citizen of the United States, and who shall not, 
when 'elected, be an Inhabitant of that State for which he shall be chosen.@ 
The Vice President of the United States shall be President of the Senate, but 
shall have no Vote, unless they be equally divided. 
The Senate shall chuse their other ofFcere, and also a President pro tempore. 
in the Absence of the Vice President, or when he shall exercise the Oflice of 
President of the United States. 
The Senate shall have the sole Power to try all Impeachments. When sitting 
for that Purwse. thev shall be on Oath or Aflirmation. When the President of 
the United states is hied the Chief Justice shall preside: And no Person shall 
be convicted without the Concurrence of two thirds of the Members present. 
Judgment in Cases of Impeachment shall not extend further than to removal 
from OfBce, and disqualification to hold and enjoy any OfRce of honor. Trust or 
Proflt under the United States: but the Party convicted shall nevertheless be 
liable and subject to Indickent, Trial, Judgment and Punishment, according 
to Law. 
[Iectlon 4. The Tlmes, Places and Manner of holding Elections for Senators 
and Representatives, shall be prescribed in each State by the Legislature 
thereof; but the Congress may a t  any time by Law make or alter such Regu- 
latlons, except a s  to the Places of chusing Senators. 
The Congress 8hdl aasmble a t  Zeast once 4% every Year, a d  such Meeting 
shall be on the first Monday in December, unless they shall by law appoint a 
difermt Day.7 
[The Congress shall assemble a t  least once in every year, and such meeting 
shall begin a t  noon on the 3rd day of January, unless they sqall by law appoint 
a Werent  day.] 
Seetiom 5. Each House shall be the Judge of the Elections, Returns and 
Qualiffcations of ita own Members, and a Majority of each shall constitute a 
Quorum to do Business; but a smaller Number may adjourn from day to day, 
and may be authorized to compel the Attendance of absent members, in such 
Manner, and under such Penalties as each House rnay provide. 
Each House may determine the Rules of its Proceedings, ylnish its Members 
for disorderly Behaviour, and, with the Concurrence of two thirds, expel a Mem- 
ber. . - 
Each House shall keep a Journal of its Proceedings, and from time to time " 
publish the same, excepting such Parts a s  may in their Judgment require 
Secrecy; and the Yeas and Nays of the Members of either House on any ques- 
tion shall, at the Desire of one fifth of those Present, be entered on the Journal. , - 
Neither House, during the Session Of Congress, shall, without the Consent of 
the other, adjourn for more than three days, nor to any other Place than that 
in which the two Houses shall be sitting. 
Seetion 8. The Senators and Representatives shall receive a Compensation 
for their Services. to be ascertained by Law, and paid out of the Treasury of the 
United States. They shall in a11 Cases, except Treason, Felony and Breach of 
the Peace, be privileged from Arrest during their Attendance a t  the Session of 
- 
material printed in it&a was rendered inornative bp the aecond ~aragraph of 
Amendment XVU which ap- Mow within the brackets. 
6Bor an additional diaaualiticption added at the d m  of the Civil War see S d o n  8 of 
Amendment XIV. 
lThe pmvi~ion wncaaaing the date on which Coutmees shall assemble was changed hg 
section 2 d Amendment XX which appears below within the brackets. 
their respective Houses, and in going to and returning from the same; and for 
any Speech or Debate In either House, they shall not be questioned in any other 
Place. 
No Senator or Representative shall, during the Time for which he was elected, 
be appointed to any civil OfHce under the Authority of the United States, which 
shall have been created, or the Emoluments whereof shall have been encreased 
during such time; and no Person holding any OWce under the United States, 
shall be a Member of either House during his Continuance in OWce. 
Section 7. All Bills for raising Revenue shall originate in the House of Rep- 
resentatives; but the Senate may propose or concur with Amendments as on 
other Bills. 
Every Bill which shall have passed the House of Representatives and the 
Senate, shall, before it become a Law, be presented to the President of the 
United States; If he approve he shall sign it, but if not he shall return it, with 
his Objections to that House in which it  shall have originated, who shall enter 
the Objections a t  large on their Journal, and proceed to reconsider it. If after 
such Reconsideration two thirds of that House shall agree to pass the Bill, it 
shall be sent, together with the Objections, to the other House, by which it shall 
llkewise be reconsidered, and if approved by two thirds of that House, it shall 
become a Law. But in all such Cases the Votes of both Houses shall be deter- 
mined by yeas and Nays, and the Names of the Persons voting for and against 
the Bill shall be entered on the Journal of each Rouse respectively. If any Bill 
shall not be returned by the President within ten Days (Sundays excepted) 
after it shall have been presented to him, the Same shall be a Law, in like 
Manner as  if he had signed it, unless the Congress by their Adjournment prevent 
its Return in which Case it shall not be a Law. 
Every Order, Resolution, or Vote to which the Concurrence of the Senate 
and House of Representatives may be necessary (except on a cluestion of Ad- 
journment) shall be presented to the President of the United States ; and before 
the Same shall take IBTect, shall be approved by him, o r  being disapproved by 
him, shall be repassed by two thirds of the Senate and House of Representatives, 
according to the Rules and Limitations prescribed in the Case of a Bill. 
Section 8. The Congress shall have Power To lay and collect Taxes, Duties, 
Imposts and Excises, to pay the Debts and provide for the common Defence 
and general Welfare of the United States; but all Duties, Imposts and Excises 
shall be uniform throughout the United States ; 
To borrow Money on the credit of the United States; 
To regulate Commerce with foreign Nations, and among the several States, 
and with the Indian Tribes ; 
To establish an uniform Rule of Naturalization, and uniform Laws on the 
subject of Bankruptcies throughout the United States ; 
To coin Money, regulate the Value thereof, and of foreign Coin, and fix the 
Standard of Weights and Measures; 
To provide for the Punishment of counterfeiting the Securities and current 
Coin of the United States; 
To establish Post Ol[Bces and post Roads; 
To promote the Progress of Science and useful Arts, by securing for limited 
Times to Authors and Inventors the exclusive Right to their respective Writings 
and Discoveries ; 
To constitute Tribunals inferior to the supreme Court; 
To deflne and punish Piracies and Felonies committed on the high Seas, and 
Offences against the Law of Nations; 
To declare War, grant Letters of M w u e  and Reprisal, and make Rules con- 
cerning Captures on Land and Water ; 
To raise and support Armies, but no Appropriation of Money to that Use shall 
be for a longer Term than two Years; 
To provide and maintain a Navy ; 
To make Rules for the Government and Regulation of the land and naval 
Force8 ; 
To provide for calling forth the Militia to execute the Laws of the Union, 
suppress Insurrections and repel Invasions ; 
To provide for organizing. arming, and disciplining the Militia, and for gov- 
erning such Part of them a s  may be employed in the Service of the United 
States, resewing to the States respectively, the Appointment of the OfRcera, and 
the Authority of training the Militia according to the discipline prescribed by 
aOngress ; 
To exercise exclusive Legislation in all Cases whatsoever, over such District 
(not exceeding ten Miles square) a s  may, by Cession of particular States, and 
the Acceptance of Congress, become the Seat of Government of the United States, 
and to exercise like Authority over all Places purchased by the Consent of the 
Legislature of the State in which the Same shall be, for the Erection of Forts, 
Magazines, Arsenals, dock Yards, and other needful Buildings ;-And 
To make all Laws which shall be necessary and proper for carrying into Ex- 
ecution the foregoing Powera, and all other Powers vested by this Constitution 
in the Government of the United States, or in any Department or OWcer thereof. 
Section D. The Migration or [mportatlon of such Persons as  any of the 
States now existing shall think proper to admit, shall not be prohibited by the 
Congress prior to the Year one thousand eight hundred and eight, but a Tax 
or duty may be imposed on such Importation, not exceeding ten dollars for each 
Person. 
The Privilege of the Writ of Habeas Corpus shall not be suspended, unless 
when in Cases of Rebellion or Invasion the public Safety may require it. 
No Bill of Attainder or ex post facto Law shall be passed. 
No Capitation, or other direct, Tax shall be laid, unless in Proportion to the 
Census or Enumeration herein before directed to be taken. 
[The Congress shall have power to lay and collect taxes on incomes, from 
whatever source derived, without apportionment among the several States, and 
without regard to any census or enumeration.18 
No Tax or Duty shall be laid on Articles exported from any State. 
No Preference shall be given by any Regulation of Commerce or Revenue to 
the Ports of one State over those of another: nor shall Vessels bound to, or 
from, one State, be obliged to enter, clear, or pay Duties in another. 
No Money shall be drawn from the Treasury, but in Consequence of Appro- 
priations made by Law; and a regular Statement and Account of the Receipts 
and Exenditures of all public Money shall be published from time to time. 
No Title of Nobility shall be granted by the Unitad States: And no Person 
holding any OWce of Proflt or Trust under them, shall, without the Consent of 
the Congress, accept of any present, Emolument, OWce, or Tltle, of any kind 
whatever, from any King, Prince or foreign State. 
Section 10. No State shall enter into any Treaty, Alliance, or Confederation ; 
grant Letters of Marque and Reprisal ; coin Money; emit Bills of Credit; make 
any Thing but gold and silver Coin a Tender in Payment of Debts; pass any 
Bills of Attainder, ex post facto Law, or Law impairing the Obligation of Con- 
tracts, or grant any Title of Nobility. 
No State shall, without the Consent of the Congress, lay any Imposts or Duties 
on Imports or Exports. except what may be absolutely necessary for executing 
it's Inspection Laws: and the net Produce of all Dutiee and Imposts, laid by any 
State on Imports or Dxports, shall be for the Use of the Treasury of the United 
States: and all such Laws shall be subject to the Revision and Controul of the 
Congkss. 
No State shall, without the Consent of Congress, lay any Duty of Tonnage, 
keep Troops, or Ships of War in time of Peace, enter into any Agreement or 
Compact with another State, or with a foreign Power, or engage in War, unless 
actually invaded, or in such imminent Dange~. as  will not admit of delay. 
[All persons born or naturalized in the United States, and sd jec t  to the Juris- 
diction thereof, are citizens of the United States and of the State wherein they 
reside. No state shall make or enforce any law which shall abridge the privi- . ' : 
leges or immunities of citlmns of the United States; nor shall any State deprive 
any person of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor deny 
to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the 1aws.p "fl; 
'. - 
Article 11. 
Section 1. The executive Power shall be vested in a President of the United 
States of America. He shall hold his OWce during the Term of four Years, and, 
together with the Vice President, chosen for the same Term, be elected a s  
follows: Each State shall appoint, in such manner as the Legislature thereof 
may direct, a Number of Electors, equal to the whole Number of Senators and 
Representatives to which the State may be entitled in the Congress: hut no 
Senator or Representative, or Person holding an oWce of Trust or Profit under 
the United States, shall be appointed an Elector. 
- 
8This wctton wan added Lw Amendment XVL 
9ThL paragraph in br8cketa wu added M Lkctlon 1 of Amendment XIV. 
The Bllectors shd l  meet in their respective Btates, and vote by Ballot for two 
Persons, of Whom one at  least shall not be an Inhabitamt of the 8 m e  Btate coith 
thmselves. And they shalZ make a Elat of all the Persolrs voted for, and of the 
Nwmber of Votes for each; wMch L b t  they shall sign anal certify, and transmit 
aeded to the Beat of Governme9bt of the Un4ted Btates, directed to the President 
of the Benate. The Pre&nt of the Benate shall, In the Presence of the Senate 
and Howe of Representatives, open aR the Certificates, and the Votes shall 
then be counted. The Peraon lbav4ng the greatest Number of Votes shall be the 
PreMent, df auch Number be a Majority of the whole Number of Bleotors 
wpdnted; and 4f there be more thoa m e  who have w h  Majority, and have 
a n  equal Number of Votes, then the Hwse of Repmentattves shd l  (mmed&telU 
chuse by Ballot one of them for Present; ancl if no Person have a Majority, 
then frm the me highest on the LCt the said H o w  shall in 1Qe Manner chum 
the PreMent. But in ohwing the President, the Votes shall be taken by Btates, 
the Representat4ma from eaah State havCg one Vote; a quo- for tMe Purpose 
shall consbt of a Member or Members from two th4rds of the Btates, aad a 
bfajor6ty of all the Btates shall be necessary to a Chofoe. In  every Case, after 
the Cho4ce of the President, the Person havtng the greatest Number of Votes of 
the llectors shall be the Viae Fres4dent. But 6f there should remah two or 
more who have equal Votes, the Benate shall ohuse from them by Ballot the 
Viae Preaident.10 
[The Electors shall meet in their respective states, and vote by ballot for 
President and Vice-President, one of whom a t  least shall not be a n  inhabitant 
of the same state with themselves; they shall name in their ballots the person 
voted for as  President, and In distinct ballots the person voted for as Vice- 
President, and they shall make distinct lists of all persons voted for aa Presi- 
dent, and of all persons voted for a s  Vice President, and of the number of votes 
for each, whioh lists they shall sign and certify, and transmit sealed to the seat 
of the government of the United States, directed to the President of the Senate; 
The President of the Senate shall, in the presence of the Senate and House of 
Representatives, open all the certificates and the votes shall then be counted;- 
The person having the greatest number of votes for President, shall be the 
President, if such number be a majority of the whole number of Bll~lectors ap- 
pointed; and if no person have such rpajority, then from the persons having the 
highest number not exceeding three on tho list of those voted for as President, 
the House of Representatives shall choose, immediately, by ballot, the President. 
But in choosing the President, the votes shall be taken by states, the representa- 
tion from each state having one vote; a quorum for this purpose shall con~ist 
of a member or members from two-thirds of the states, and a majority of all 
the states shall be necessary to a choice. And if the Hoacse of Repeamtathes 
shall not choose a Prestdent whenever the dght  of c&e shaU devolve wm 
them, before the fourth doy of Mwch reot follozuhg, then the Viae-President 
shall act as President, as  in the case 01 the death or other conatitut(ono1 d&- 
abUlty of the Pre8idwt.u The person having the greateat number of votes a s  
Vice-president, shall be the Vice-President, if such number be a majority of 
the whole number of Ellectors appointed, and if no person have a majority, 
then from the two highest numbers on the list, the Senate shall choose the Vice 
President; a quorum for the purpose ahall consist of two-third6 of the whole 
number of Senators, and a majority of the whole number shall be necessary to 
a choice. But no person constitutionally ineligible to the oface of President shall 
be eligible to that of Vice President of the United StatealB 
The Congreaa may determine the Time of chusing the Ellectors, and the Day 
on which they shall give their \*otes; which Day shall be the same throughout 
the United States. 
[The terms of the President and Vice President shall end a t  noon on the 20th 
day of January, and terms of Senators and Representatives a t  noon on the 8d 
day of January, of the years in which such terms would have ended if this 
article had not been ratmed; and the terms of their successors shall then begin. 
[If, a t  the time flxed for the beginning of the term of the President, the 
President elect shall have died, the Vice President elect shall become President. 
If a President shall not have been chosen before the time flxed for the beginning 
of his term, or if the President elect shall have failed to qualify, the Vice 
President elect shall act a s  President until a President shall have qualifled: 
- 
lo~his pmvision for the election of President and Vim President wai replaced by 
Amendment XII. 
ill%& provision WM rapkoed by Section a of Amendment XX. 
l2The psragmph within the brnEketa wsr added by Amendment Xa 
and the Congress may by law provide for the case wherein neither a President 
elect nor a Vice President elect shall have qualitled, declaring who shall then 
act a s  President, or the manner in which one who is to act shall be selected, 
and such person shall act accordingly until a President or Vice President shall 
have qualifled. 
[The Congress may by law provide for the case of the death of any of the 
persons from whom the House of Representatives may choose a President 
whenever the right of choice shall have devolved upon them, and for the case of 
the death of any of the persons from whom the Senate may choose a Vice 
President whenever the right of choice &all have devolved upon them.]= 
No Person except a natural born Citi~en, or a Citizen of the United States, at 
the time of the Adoption of this Constitution, shall be eligible to the Offlce of 
President; neither shall any Person be eligible to that OWce who shall not have 
attained to the Age of thirty five Years, and been fourteen Years a Resident 
within the United States.14 
In Case of the Removal of the President from Offlce, or of his Death, Resig- 
nation, or Inability to disaharge the Powers and Duties of the said OtBce, the 
Same shall devolve on the Vice President, and the Congress m y  by Law pro- 
vide for the Case of Removal. Death, Resignation or Inability, both of the 
President and Vice President, declaring what OWcer shall then act as  President, 
and such Offlcer shall act accordingly, until the Disability be removed, or a 
President shall be elected. 
The President shall, a t  stated Times, receive for his Services, a Compensa- 
tion, which shall neither be encreased nor diminished during the Period for whic!l 
he shall have been elected, m d  he shalI not receive within that Period any other 
Emolument from the United Btates, or any of them. 
Before he enter on the Execution of his Offlce, he shall taken the followlng 
Oath or Affirmation:-"I do solemnly swear (or afiirm) that I will faithfully 
execute the Oface of President of the Unite(. States, and will to the best of ,y 
Ability, preserve, protect and defend the Constitution of the United Btates. 
Section a The President shall be Commander in Chief of the Army and 
Navy of the United States, and of the Militia of the several States, when called 
into the actual Service of the United States; he may require the Opinion, in 
writing, of the principal Offlcer in each of the executive Departments, upon any 
Subject relating to the Dutles of their re~pective Ofilces, and he shall have 
Power to grant Reprieves and Pardons for Offences against the Unitea Btates, 
except in Cases of Impeachment. 
He shall have Power, by and with the Advice and Consent of the Senate, to 
make Treaties, provided two third6 of the Senators present concur; and he 
shall nominate, and by and with the Advice and Consent of the Senate, shall 
appoint Ambassadors, other public Ministers and Consuls, Judges of the supreme 
Court, and all other OWcers of the United States, whose Appointments are not 
herein otherwise provided for, and whiah shall be established by Law: but the 
Congress may by Law vest the Appointment of such inferior Omcers, a s  they 
think proper, in the President alone, in the Courts of Law, or in the Heads of 
Departments. .I 
The President shall have Power to All up all Vacancies that may happen 
during the Recess of the Senate, by granting Commissions which shall expire a t  
the End of their next Sessi~n. 
Section 8. He shall from time to time give to the Congress Information of the 
State of the Union, and recommend to their Consideration such Measures as  he 
shall judge necessary and expedient: he may, on extraordinary Occasions, con- 
vene both Houses, or either of them, and in Case of Disagreement between 
them, with Respect to the Time of Adjournment, he may adjourn them to such 
Time as  he shall think proper; he shall receive Ambassadors and other public 
Ministers; he shall take Care that the Laws be faithfully executed, and shall 
Commfssion all the Offlmm of the United States. 
Section 4. The President, Vice President and all civil Offlcers of the United 
States, shall be removed from OWce on In~peachment for, and Conviction of. 
Treason, Bribery, or other high C r i w  and Misdemeanors. 
-
18The three paragrapha within tha brackets were added by,htions 1, 8, and 4 of 
Amendment XX. 
14For an additional dhqudflcation added at the close of the Civil War see Section 8 of 
Amendment XIV. 
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Article In. 
Sectton 1. The judicial Power of the United States, shall be vested in one 
supreme Court, and in such inferior Courts as the Congress may from time to 
time ordain and establish. The Judges, both of the supreme and inferior Courts, 
shall hold their OfRces during good Behavior, and shall, a t  stated Times, re- 
ceive for their Services, a Compensation, which shall not be diminished during 
their Continuance in OfRce. 
Seetion a The judicial Power shall extend to all Cases, in Law and Equity, 
arising under this Constitution, the Laws of the United States, and Treaties 
made, or which shall be made, under their Authority ;-to all Cases aec t ing  
Ambassadors, other public Ministers and Consuls;-to all Cases of admiralty 
and maritime Jurisdiction ;-to Controversies to which the United States shall 
be a Party;-to Controversies between two or more States :-between a State 
and Citizens of another State ;-between Citizens of ditferent States ;-between 
Citizens of the same State claimlng Lands under Grants of different States, and 
between a State, or the Cithens thereof, and foreign States, Citizens or Subjects. 
[The Judicial power of the United States shall not be construed to extend 
to any suit in law or equity, commenced or prosecuted against one of the 
United States by Citizens of another State, or by Citizens or Subjects of any 
foreign State.]U 
In all Cases aifecting Ambassadors, other public Ministers and Consuls, and 
those in which a State shall be a party, the supreme Court shall have original 
Jurisdiction. In all the other Cases before mentioned, the supreme Court shall 
have appellate Jurisdiction, both a s  to Law and Fact, with such Exceptions, 
and under such Regulations a s  the Congress shall make. 
The Trial of all Crimes, except in Cases of Impeachment, shall be by Jury: 
and such Trial shall be held in the State where the said Crimes shall have been 
committed; but when not committed within any State, the Trial shall be a t  such 
Place or Places a s  the Congress may by Law have directed. 
SectIon 8. Treason against the United States, shall consist only in Levsing 
War against them, or in adhering to their Enemies, giving them Aid and C0m- 
fort. No person shall be convicted of Treason unless on the Testimony of two 
Witnesses to the same overt Act, or on Confession in open Court. 
The Congress shall have Power to declare the Punishment of Treason, but 
no Attainder of Treaaon shall work Corruption of Blood, or Forfeiture except 
during the Life of the Person attainted. 
Article IV. 
Seetion 1. Full Faith and Credit shall be given in each State to the public 
Acts, Records, and judicial Proceedings of every other State. And the Congress 
may by general Laws prescribe the Manner in which such Acts, Records and 
Proceedings shall be proved. and the Ei4ect thereof. 
Seetion 2. The Citizens of each State shall be entitled to all Privileges and 
Immunities of Citizens in the several States. 
A Person charged in any State with Treason, Felony. or other Crime, who 
shall flee from Justice, and be found in another State, shall on Demand of the 
executive Authority of the State from which he fled, be delivered up, to be 
removed to the State having Jurisdiction of the Crime. 
No Person held to Service or Labour in one State, under the Laws thereof. 
escaping into another, shall, in Consequence of any Law or Regulation therein, 
be discharged from such Service or Labour, but shall be delivered up on Claim 
of the Party to whom such Service or Labour may be due.10 
Seetion 8. New States may be admitted by the Congress into this Union; 
but no new State shall be formed or erected within the Jurisdiction of any other 
State; nor any State be formed by the Junction of two or more States, or 
Parts of States, without the Consent of the Legislatures of the States concerned 
as  well as  of the Congress. 
The Congress shall have Power to dispose of and make all needful Rules and 
Regulations respecting the Territory or other Property belonging to the United 
States; and nothing in this Constitution shall be so construed as  to Prejudice 
any Claims of the United States, or of any particular State. 
Section 4. The United States shall guarantee to every State in this Union 
a Republican Form of Government, and shall protect each of them against 
Invasion; and on Application of the Legislature, or of the Executive (when the 
Legislature cannot be convened) against domestic Violence. 
- 
16This is Amendment XI. 
l~~ paragraph wan chielly intended to provide for the return of fugitive Slav-. It 
thus became unimportant when Amendment XI11 was adopted. 
Article V. 
The Congress, whenever two thirds of both Houses shall deem it necessary. 
shall propose Amendments to this Constitution, or, on the Application of the 
Legislature of two thirds of the several States, shall call a Convention for 
proposing Amendments, which. in either Case, shall be valid to all Intents and 
Purposes, a s  Part of this Constitution, when ratifled by the Legislatures of 
three fourths of the several States, or by Conventions in three fourths thereof, 
a s  the one or the other Mode of Ratification may be proposed by the Congress; 
Provided that no Amendment which may be made prior to the Year One 
thousand eight hundred and eight shall in any Manner affect the first and 
fourth Clauses in the Ninth Section of the first Article; and that no State, 
without its Consent, shall be deprived of it's equal Suffrage in the Senate. 
Article VI. 
All Debts contracted and Engagements entered into, before the Adoption of 
this Constitution, shall be as valid against the United States under this Con- 
stitution, as  under the Confederation. 
[The validity of the public debt of the Unfted States, authorized by law. 
including debts incurred for payment of pension8 and bounties for services in 
suppressing insurrection or rebellion, shall not be questioned. But neither the 
United States nor any State shall assume or pay any debt or obligation incurred 
in aid of insurrection or rebellion against the United States, or any claim for 
the loss or emancipation of any slave; but all such debts, obligations and claims 
shall be held illegal and void.117 
This Constitution, and the Laws of the United States which shall be made 
in Pursuance thereof; and all Treaties made, or which shall be made, under 
the Authority of the United Swtes, shall be the supreme Law of the Land; and 
the Judges in every State shall be bound thereby, any Thing in the Constitution 
or Laws of any State to the Contrary notwithstanding. 
The Senators and Representatives before mentioned, and the Members of the 
several State Legislatures, and all executive and judicial Otacers, both of the 
United States and of the several States, shall be bound by Oath or -mation, 
to support this Constitution; but no religiow Test shall ever be required a s  a 
Qualification to any OfRce or public Trust under the United States. 
Article VII. 
The Ratification of the Convention of nine States, shall be sufficient for the 
Establishment of this Constitution between the States so ratifying the Same. 
done in Convention by the Unanimous Consent 
of the States present the Seventeenth Day of 
September in the Year of our Lord one thousand 
seven hundred and Eighty seven and of the 
Independence of the United States of America 
the Twelfth. In witness whereof w e  have here- 
unto subscribed our Names, 
Go :Washington-Presidt. - L 
and deputy from Virginia " 
Attest : William Jackson, Secretary. 
New Hampshire--John Langdon, Nicholas Gilman. +,r, 
Maaeaohusett+Nathaniel Gorham, Rufus King. , - 
Connecticut-Wm. Saml. Johnson, Roger Sherman. 
New York-Almander Hamilton. 
New Jersey-Wil : Livingston, David Brearley, Wm. Paterson, Jona : Dayton. 
Pennsylvania--B Franklin, Thomas MifEin, Robt. Morris, Geo. Clymer, Thos. 
FitzSimons, Jared Ingersoll, James Wilson, Gouv. Morris. 
Delaware--0: Read, Gunning Bedford Jun, John Dickinson, Richard Bas- 
sett, Jaco : Broom. 
Maryland--James IvIcHenry, Dan of St. Thcs. Jenifer. Danl. Carrol. 
Virginia-John Blair. James Madhon Jr 
North Carolina-William Blount, Richd. Dobbs Spaight, Hu Williamson. 
South Carolina-J. Rutledge, Charles Cotesworth Pinckney. Charles Pinck- 
nay, Pierce Butler. 6 
Georgia-William Few, Abr. Baldwin. 
- 
ll'l'bia in  Section 4 of Amendment XIV. 
Amendments to the Constitution 
of the United Statesu 
Article I. 
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or pro- 
hibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, O r  of 
the press; or the right of the people penceably to assemble, and to petition the 
Government for a redress of grievances. 
Article 11. 
A well regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a free State, the 
right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed. 
Article 111. 
No Soldier shall, in time of peace bc quartered in any house, without the 
consent of the Owner, nor in time of war, but in a manner to be prescribed 
by law. 
Article IV. 
The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and 
eKects, against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be violated, and 
no Warrants shall issue, but upon probable cause, supported by Oath or afarma- 
tion, and particularly describing the place to be searched, and the persons or 
things to be seized. 
Article V. 
No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or otherwise infamous crime, 
unless on a presentment or indictment of a Grand Jury, except in cases arising 
in the land or naval forces, or in the Militia, when in actual service in time of 
war or public danger; nor shall any person be subject for the same offence to 
be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb; nor shall be compelled in any criminal 
case to be a witness against himself, nor be deprived of life, liberty, or PropertY, 
without due process of law; nor shall private property be taken for Public use, 
without just compensation. 
Article VI. 
In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy 
and public trial, by an impartial jury of the State and district wherein the 
crime shall have been committed, which district shall have been previously 
ascertained by law, and to be informed of the nature and cause of the accusa- 
tion; to be confronted with the witnesses against him: to have C O ~ P U ~ ~ O ~ Y  
process for obtaining witnesses in his favor, and to have the Assistance of 
Counsel for his defence. 
Article VII. 
In Suits a t  common law, where the value in controversy shall exceed twenty 
dollars, the right of trial by jury shall be preserved, and no fact tried by a 
jury, shall be otherwise re-examined in any Court of the United States, than 
according to the rules of the common law. 
Article VIII. 
Excessive bail shall not be required, nor exce~sive fines imposed, nor cruel 
and unusual punishments inflicted. 
Article IX. 
The enumeration in the Constitution of certain rights, shall not be construed 
to deny or disparage others retained by the people. 
Article X. 
The powers not delegated to the'United States by the Constitution, nor pro- 
hibited by it to the States, are reserved to the States respectively, or to the 
people. 
-
1sThe Arst ten amendments were proposed by Congress and submitted to the States on 
September 26, 1789. and went into efFect. apparently. on November 8, 1'791. with their 
rati0cation by Vermont, the tenth State to net. The 6mt ten amendments are called the 
Bill of Riehb 
Article XI. 
The Judicial power of the United States shall not be construed to extend to 
any suit in law or equity, commenced or prosecuted against one of the United 
States by Citizens of another State, or by Citizens or Subjects of any Foreign 
State.= 
Article XII. 
The Electors shall meet in their respective states, and vote by ballot for 
President and Vice-President, one of whom, a t  least, shall not be an inhabitant 
Of the same state with themselves; they shall name in their ballots the person 
voted for as  President, and in distinct ballots the person voted for a s  Vice- 
President, and they shall make di~tinct lists of all persons voted for as  Presi- 
dent, and of all persons voted for as  Vice-President, and of the number of votes 
for each, which lists they shall sign and ccrtify. and transmit sealed to the seat 
of the government of the United States, directed to the President of the Senate; 
-The President of the Senate shall, in the presence of the Senate and House 
of Representatives, own all the certificates and the votes shall then be counted, 
-The Person having the greatest number of votes for President, shall be the 
President, if such number be a majority of the whole number of Electors ap- 
pointed; and if no person have such majority, then from the persons having the 
highest numbers not exceeding three on the list of those voted for as  President, 
the House of Representatives shall choose immediately, by ballot, the President. 
But in choosing the President, the votes shall be taken by states, the repre- 
sentation from each state having one vote; a quorum for this purpose shall 
consist of a member or members from two-thirds of the states, and a majority 
of all the states shall be necessary to a choice. And if the House of Repre- 
sentatives shall not choose a President whenever the right of choice shall 
devolve upon them, befwe the fourth day of Naroh next folloudwg, then the Vice- 
President shall act as  President, as  in the case of the death or other consti- 
tutional disability of the President. The person having the greatest number of 
votes as  Vice-President, shall be the Vice-President, if such number be a 
majority of the whole number of Electors appointed, and if no person have a 
majority, then from the two highest numbers on the list, the Senate shall choose 
the Vice-President; a quorum for the purpose shall consist of two-thirds of the 
whole number of Benators, and a majority of the whole number shall be neces- 
s a w  to a choice. But no person constitutionally ineligible to the oftlce of 
President shall be eligible to that of Vice-President of the United States.20 
Article XIII. 
Section 1. Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude except as a punish- 
ment for arime whereof the party shall have been duly conticted, shall exist 
within the United States, or any place subject to their jurisdiction. 
Secttom 2+ Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate 
legislation.= 
Article XIY. 
Sean 1. All persons born or naturalfied in the United *tea, and subject 
to the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United States and of the State 
wherein they reside. No State shall make or enforce any law which shall ,., 
abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens of the United States; nor shall 'f 
any State deprive any person of life, liberty, or property, without due process 
of law; nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of bd;. 
I 
the lam. . ' -  . 1 
Seetlon a Representatives shall be apportioned among the several States 
according to their respective numbers, counting the whole number of persons 
in each State, excluding Indians not taxed. But when the right to vote a t  any I 
election for the choice of electors for President and Vice President of the 
United States, Representatives in Congress. the Executive and Judicial ofacers ~ 
-
19Amendment XI was p& by Congress on March 6. 1794, and a mewage of the 
Prea~dent sent to Cons- on January 8, 1798, d & d  it to have been dds ratified. 
2oAmendment XI1 wan proposed by Congress on December 12, 1808, and on September 
26 1804 the Secretary of State proclaimed it to have been duly ratified. The amend- 
mtkt s8upemeded the third paragraph of the first d o n  of Article II. The words in 
itdios were rendered inoperative when Amendment XX changed the date of inauguration. 
=Amendment XIII, the Arst of the three Oivil War amendihmts, was proposed by 
Congre~ on February 1. 1865, and its ratification was prdnimed by the Secretary of 
State on Decemhes 18. 1866. 
of a State, or the members of the Legislature thereof, is denied to any of the 
male inhabitants of such State, being twenty-one years of age, and citizens Of 
the United States, or in any way abridged, except for participation in rebellion. 
or other crime, the basis of representation therein shall be reduced in the pro- 
portion which the number of such male citizens ahall bear to the whole number 
of male citizens twenty-one years of age in such State. 
Seetlon 8. No person shall be a Senator or Representative in Congrws, or 
elector of President and Vice President, or hold any oface, civil or military, 
under the United States, or under any State, who, having previously taken an 
o a t .  as  a member of Congress, or a s  an omcer of the United States, or a8 a 
member of any State legislature, or as  an executive or judicial offlcer of any 
State, to  support the Constitution of the United States, shall have engakea in 
insurrection or rebellion against the m e ,  or given aid or comfort to the 
enemies thereof. But Congress may by a vote of two-third6 of each House re- 
move such disability. 
Seetlon 4. The validity of the public debt of the United States, authorized by 
law, including debts incurred for payment of pensions and bounties for services 
in suppressing insurrection or rebellion, shall not be questioned. But neither 
the United States nor any State ehall a s m e  or pay any debt or obligation 
incurred in aid of insurrection or rebellion against the United states, or any 
claim for the loss or emancipation of any slave; but all such debts, obligations 
and claims shall be held illegal and void. 
Section & The Congress nhall have power to enforce, by appropriate legis- 
lation, the provisions of this art1cle.m 
Article XV. 
Section 1. The right of citbens of the United States to vote shall not be 
denied or abridged by the United States or by any State on account of race, 
color, or previous condition of servitude. 
Section 2. The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appro- 
priate 1egialation.as 
Article XVI. 
The Congress shall have power to lay and collect taxes on incomes, from 
whatever source depived, without apportionment among the several States, and 
without regard to any census or enumeration.% 
Article XVII. 
The Senate of the United States shall be composed of two Senators from e z h  
State, elected by the people thereof, for six years: and each Senator shall have 
one vote. The electors in each State shall have the qualifications requisite for 
electors of the most numerous branch of the State legblatures. 
When vacancies happen in the representation of any State in the Senate, 
the executive authority of such State sball issue writs of election to flll such 
vacancies: Prou(dsd, That the legislature of any State may empower the 
executive thereof to make temporary appointments until the people flll the 
vacancies by election a s  the legislature may direct. 
This amendment shall not be so construed a s  to affect the election or term 
of any Senator chosen before it becomes valid as  part of the Constitution.% 
Article XVIII. 
Section 1. After one year from the ratification of this article the rnanufab 
ture, sale, or transportation oP intoxicating liquors within, the importation 
thereof into, or the exportation thereof from the United States and all territow 
subject to the jurisdiction thereof for beverage purposes is hereby prohibited. 
22Amendment XIV ww proposed by Congress on June 16, 1866, and the Saeretsry of 
State proclaimed its ratification on July 28, 1868. This amendment changed the provision 
for apportioning representatives in the third parngrsph of the tiret section of Article I. 
It also added d ~ u ~ c a t i o n s  for varim of8cea. Section 4 wss an addition to Article VI. 
=Amendment XV was proposed by CongrmR on February 27, 1869, and the Secdmy of 
State proclaimed ita ratification on March 80. 1870. 
Wunendment XVI, in effect en eseeption to the fourth paragraph of Bection 9 of 
Article I, wrrs proposed by Congress on July 12, 1909, and prodaimed duly ratified on 
February 26 1918. 
~Amendm'ent XVII wss p r o d  by Consresa on May 16. 1912, and proclaimed duly 
ratifted on Xay 81. 1912. It 5s a snbtitute for the first two paragraphs in W o n  8 of 
Artick L 
Sedlon R The Congress and the several States shall have concurrent power 
to enforce this article by appropriate legislation. 
Sedlon 8. This article shall be inoperative unless it  shall have been ratified 
as  an amendment to the Constitution by the legislatures of the several States, 
a s  provided in the Constitution, within seven years from the date of the sub- 
mission hereof to the States by the Congress.% 
Article XIX. 
The right of the citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or 
abridged by the United States or by any State on account of sex. 
Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.27 
Article XX. 
Section 1. The terms of the President and Vice President shall end a t  noon 
on the 20th day of January, and the terms of Senators and Representatives a t  
noon on the 3rd day of January, of the years in which such terms would have 
ended if this article had not been ratifled; and the terms of their successors 
shall then begin. 
Section 2c The Congress shall assemble a t  least once in every year, nnd such 
meeting @hall begin a t  noon on the 3rd day of January, unless they shall by 
law appoint a didCerent day. 
Section 8. If, a t  the time Axed for the beginning of the term of the Presi- 
dent, the President elect shall have died, the Vice President elect shall become 
President. If a President shall not have been chosen before the time flxed for 
the beginning of his term, or if the President elect shall have failed to qualify, 
then the Vice President elect shall act a s  President until a President shall have 
qualified; and the Congress may by law provide for the cam wherein neither a 
President elect nor a Vice President elect shall have qualitled, declaring who 
shall then act a s  President, or the manner in which one who is to act shall be 
selected, and such person shall act accordingly until a President or Vice Presi- 
dent shall have gualifled. 
Section 4. The Congress may by law provide for the case of the death of 
any of the persons from whom the House of Representatives may choose a 
President whenever the right of choice shall have devolved upon them, and for 
the case of the death of any of the persons from whom the Senate may choose 
a Vice President whenever the right of choice shall have devolved upon them. 
Section 5. Sections 1 and 2 shall take effect on the 1 6 9  day of October 
following the ratlflcation of this article. 
Seetlon 8. This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been ratifled 
as  an amendment to the Constitution by the legislatures of three-fourths of the 
several States within seven years from the date of its submtssion.s 
Article XXI. 
leatlon 1. The eighteenth article of amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States is hereby repealed. ., ' 
Section R The transportation or importation into any State, Territory, or 
Possession of the United States for delivery or use therein of intoxicating 
*f, liquors, in violation of the laws thereof, is hereby prohibited. 4 
Section 8. This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been ratifled 
a s  an amendment to the Constitution by convention in the several States, as  
provided in the Constitution, within seven years from the date of the aubmission 
hereof to the States by the Congress.= 
-
%Amendment XVIII was proposed by Conpress on December 17 1917 and proclaimed 
duly ratified on January 29, 1919. It was repealed by Amendment 'XXI, 'adopted in 1988. 
WAmendment XIX wea propod by Congress on June 6 1919, and proclaimed duly 
rntifted on Angust 26. 1020. It is in effect an addition to tLe Wknth Amendment. 
%Amendment XX was prop& by C O ~  on March 2, 1982, and wae proclsimed 
dub ratified on February 6. 1938. It  nuperseded provisions in Section 4 of Article I 
and Section 1 of Article 11. 
%Amendment XXI was proposed by ConSress on February m, 1988. and proclaimed 
duly ratified on December 6. 1988. It wan submitted for ratification by convention and 
not to the State Lesislatures. 
Article XXII. 
Section 1. No person shall be elected to the oface of the President more than 
twice, and no person who has held the omce of President, or acted a s  President, 
for more than two years of a term to which some other person was elected 
President shall be elected to the office of the President more than once. But 
this Article shall not apply to any person holding the office of President when 
this Article was proposed by the Congress, and shall not prevent any person 
who may be holding the office of President, or acting a s  President, during the 
term withln which this Article becomes operative from holding the oface of 
President or acting as  President during the remainder of such term. 
Seatlorn 2 This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been ratifled 
as  an amendment to the Constitution by the legislatures of three-fourths of 
the several States within seven years from the date of its submission to the 
States by the Congress.so 
-
soAmendment XXII was proposed by Congress on March 4, 1947, and proclaimed duly 
ratifled on Mar& 1, 1951. It is in effect an addltion to Article II of the Constitution. 
......................................... New Year's Day Jsnuary 1 
.................................... Lincoln's Birthday .February 12 
................................ W&ington9s Birthday . F e b ~  22 
............................................. Memorial Day May 30 
IndependenceDay ...........................................Jd y 4 
............................ Labor Day First Monday in September 
............ General Election,. .First Tuesday next after first Monday, . 
November, even-numbered years 
....................................... +Vetems Day .November 11 
..................... +Thanksgiving Day .Fourth Thursday, November 
....................................... Christmas Day .December 26 
And all Sundays. 
- 
?BY procl~mstion of Governor. 
Specirtl Observance Days 
Bird Day-March 21. 
?Arbor Day-The last Friday in April. 
+Mother's Day-The second Sunday in May. 
Flag Day-June 14, anniversary of adoption of the United States flag 
by the Continental Congress at  Philadelphia, 1777. 
+Independence Sunday-The Sunday preceding the Fourth of July. 
+Columbus Day--October 12. 
+Youth Honor Day--October 31. 
tBy proclamation of Governor. 
Splrnl Stafrmay Fncilltateu Aacaam to 150&00 Volumeu of Law Library 
. . . The Lincoln Plaque . . . The Gettysburg Address 
A ~lapue h a m  In the rotunda of the capitol which includes the complete Gemburg 
addresrr. Below i. pictured a portion of the plaque, together with the text of the historical The text on the opposite page was copied from the bronze plaque in 
address an it appears on the plaque. Further details on opposite page. the rotunda of the Iowa State Capitol. The address was delivered by 
President Abraham Lincoln at  the Gettysburg Cemetery grounds on 
November 19, 1863. After the President had delivered his short address, 
4 he turned to Marshall Lamon, who had presented him less than five minutes before, and said, "Lamon, that speech won't scour. It is a flat i failure." 
There are five known copies in President Lincoln's handwriting of the 
Gettysburg address. The original and second drafts were given by the 
President to his secretary, John Hay. On April 11, 1916, they were pre- 
sented to the Government by Colonel Hay's three children. 
That Lincoln wrote the address on a rough bit of paper on the way to 
Gettysburg is an exploded but persistent legend. Actually, the first sheet 
4 A of the first draft was written in Washington, on Executive Mansion sta- 
tionery. The corrections and the second page were written in lead pencil, 
probably at  Judge Wills' house in Gettysburg, the night of the 18th. 
The second draft, believed to be the reading copy a t  the dedication 
ceremony, is assumed to have been written on the 19th, between break- 
Four score and seven years ago, our fathers brought forth on fast and the start to the cemetery. There are changes from the first 
version, slight matters of punctuation, or a single word-a "that 
this contine* a new nation, conceived in  Liberty, and dedicated nation" and a "this nation" for "the nation", "consecrated" for "hal- 
to the proposition that all men are created equal. j lowed," "but" for "while," and the like. Lincoln's eye evidently strayed in copying, for "We have comey1 of the lirst version was changed to 
I "We are met," then crossed out and the original form restored above it. 
Now we are engaged in  a great civil war, testing whether that The flrst important cbange is "those who here gave their lives" instead 
nation, or any nation so conceived and so dedicated, can long of "those who died here." The sentence,  his we may, in all propriety i . , do," became "It is altogether fitting and proper *that we should do this." 
endure. W e  are met on a great battlefield of that war, we have - The entire beginning of the &st draft's third paragraph is rephrased. 
come to dedicate a portion of that field as a final resting  lace for Instead of "It is rather for us, the living, we here be dedicated to the great 'task remaining before us" ["we here be dedicated" had been cor- 
those who here gave their lives that that nation might live. It rected in pencil abov! the scratched-out "to stand here"] Lincoln added 
is altogether fitting and proper that we should do this. a pmallel sentence: I t  is for UB, the living, rather to be dedicated here to the unfinished work which they have, thus far, so nobly carried on. 
It is rather for us to be here dedicated to the great task remaining 
But in  b larger sense we can not dedicute-tue can not come- befare -*'.-Data from Library of Congress. 
crate-we can not laal&this ground. The brave men, living and A final addition in the fourth lime from the last of the address was 
dead, who struggled here, have consecrated i t  far above o w  poor e after the word “nation." The two words are "under God." This form was placed in the rotunda of the State H o w  by the Depart- 
power to add or detract. The world will little note nor long re- of Iowa, Woman's Relief Corps, Auxiliary to the Grand Army of 
member what we say here, but it can never forget what they did @pubIic, February 12, 1927. 
here. It is for us, the living, rather to be dedicated here to the 
unfinished work which they who fought here have thus far SO 
nobly advanced. It is rather for us to be here dedicated to the 
great task remaining before *that from these honored dead we 
take increased devotion to that cause for which they gave the 
last full measure of devotion; that we here highly resolve that 
these dead shall not have died in  vain; that this nation, under 
God, shall have a new birth of freedom; and that government oj 
the people, by the people, for the people, shall not perish from 
the earth. 


